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15 5 The Death « of Sang Judg. xvi.):is a Pat. 3 
5 = fagei in the Old Teſtament; urged by the 1 
l Deiſts, as favouring Suicide, a Practice © 


F OE tr which Chriſtians. affirm to be immoral : | 
0 \ Nevertheleſs, he is placed i in the Ca- | 


. 0 dere of the eminently. Faithful, in 
55 : Heb. hw bus ten 0 ial} 450k BH 
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F wwe are to Judg e of the Syte | 
of our modern Deiſts, by the 
— 192 De Writings of their favourite Au- 
| - _ we:W thors ; they” not only acecunt T7 
= | Suicide lawful in many Caſes; but alſo ef- 5 
. teem it laudable and glorious, or heroics © 
And none ef their Authors have ever difs . | 
- owned it, or cenfured and condemned he > : 
Practice as immoral and criminal. Ant 
therefore the Objection f 
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they raiſe from the = 
8 Manner of Samſon's tragical Death, is n 
— - urged by them, as an Argument 77§ðſ 


N 
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bominem, i. e. home upon Chriſtians, WW 
ts own the Divine Revelation; and account  __- 
[ge Suicide a Murder of the higheſt: Aggrava- 
1 tion: Telling them; if this is an immoral 
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| Wickedneſs your Bible which makes an 
eminent Saint of Sampon, « cannot de of Di- 
vine Revelation. 

The infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs of 
the great Creator hath ſo conſtituted the PR 
Nature of Things; that ele preſer vution, 
as it ſignifies an Endeavour to preſerve and 
prolong Life, and the avoiding what tends 


N © IB, Eo 


to deſtroy ie; is a natural unſtinct, com- 


x 


mon to all living Creatures in their reſpec- 
tive, various Capacities; and no Philoſo phy 
can account for this; otherwiſe than as it is 
an Effect of the Author of Nature, who has 
endued all his Creatures, with their eſſential 
ſeparable Properties; vchich in a larger 
| Senſe are called, the Laws. of Nature. And 
that this natural Propenſity to preſerve Life, 
is in all 4:mals (conſidered merely as ſuck) 
_ anjjnſeparable. Property, none have ever de- 
died; it is ſo manifeſt, * univerſal 


85 vation and Experience. e 


i — an, Ah; 20 rational e, is ner 
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5 Capacities f to e this. _ 


-  Juſlonf, i. e. with a Sagacity to foreſee the 


el, his Life at a greater Diſtance; | 


5 | | en to "I and Purſue the 


Means 


K 


C 1. 
Means to preſerve Life, and add the Dan- 
gers, both imminent and future, to which 
i is liable: And more eſpecially as he is 
-endued both with Underſtanding and a free 
Will, capable of chuſing or refuſing, and 
governing his own Actions; and thereby 
accouittable to his Maker, for the right or 
wrong ſe, and the due Caltivation of all 
his Talents, whereof his Life id the prin- 
cipal, the firſt and fundamental, of all chit 
relates to his Body, or mortal Nature : 
Therefore, that which in all other Ani- 
mali is only 4 natural Huna; er a 
La gf their Nature, in a larger Senſe; hes 
comes thereby to him, in en Soil 5 
Lato of his human Nature. F 
And the Obligation of this — is. en- 8 
ccedingly enereaſed, as his Life, is entruſt. 
ed to his Care, to be | imployet-in the Set- 
vice of his Creator; and not only for his o 
private Benefit; but alſo as a ſocial Crea- 
ture, for the good of Mankind; and more 
| particularly for the Benefit of the ſpecial 
Society in naa has ſtated king FE 
| ET Ir i 
But at the ſame Time, as 4 fs __ 
to whom the Rule and Government of His 
mortal Life is committed, how tem” > an in- 
telligent Power, ſuperior 


—_ 63% of { 
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1 

WE Life, croſs, countermand, and over - 
rule its natural Tendencies, either by a 
right or wrong, a good or a bad, Condut. 
And conſequently, however natural it is ro 
him, as a mere Animal, to preſerve his Life; 

yet he can controul and over- rule this natu- 

ral Tendency; accordingly as he ſhall chuſe 

to obey, or diſobey, to follow or contradict, 
the moral Laws of his intelligent human 
Nature. The Truths I have hinted, are 


manifeſtly drawn from a Complication, of 
Ef.  - univerſal Obſervation, and principles of Self- 
3 Evidence, harmoniouſly united; and will 
2, be of uſe, eee eee 
VJ entering. 
Ef The t Nelion which do here pteſent 

i -thernſelves to be debated and reſolved are; 
3 Firſt, concerning ee cg it is 
Ei . Lawkil or Unlawful? en 10 
E | 70 Secondly, li Sceinbg Sabipſon. Whe⸗ 
=_ ' ther the Aèceſſion he er unto his own. 
__ Death, is to be condemned, or vindicated. 
5308 3 In treating of the fff of theſe Queftiont, 
= woficknrit, Suicide: Whether it is Lawful 


Bel: or Unlawful? For avoiding all Ambiguity; 
= wweulT yy muſt be eee from the 
| oi.” e 
Firſt, it is did that it 1s to be hiden- 
| Rood: only: of a u Suicide, becauſe no 
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Action is morally Good, or Evil; but as it pro- 
ceeds from the Will of an intelligent Agent. 
Excepting only in the Caſes of ene 0 
and ſinful Inadvertency. 5 
Hence it is that Accidents being del gn- 5 
ed, are quite out of this Qugſtion: And it 
muſt likewiſe be ſtript, and ſeperated from 
all thoſe Caſes that are the Effect of Luna- 
cy, Madneſs, and all thoſe Incapacities of the 
true Exerciſe of Reaſon ; which ariſe moſt- = 
ly from bodily Diſtemper and Diſeaſe. Thee 
Actions of one who is not Compos Mentis 7 
are neither morally Good, nor Evil. And 
therefore can neither merit Reward, nor 
Puniſhment. And even when ſuch a mo 
ral Capacity is occaſioned and introduced by” 
the criminal Conduct of the Perſons that 
have fallen under it; they are exempted E 
from the Puniſhment which otherwiſe would 5 el 
be incurred by human Laws: How far this ; 
may exempt or extenuate at the Tribunal 75 
of infinite and impartial Juſtice is a Que, 
tion into which 1 ſhall not now deſcend; 5 
as not fallin 8 directiy into my preſent Pro- 
Vince. | my 
Secondly, Even, with Regard: to ak 
who have the Exerciſe of Reaſon; there 
are various Degrees of Suicide, which. do 
not all of them fall equally under the lame, 
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Confideration : The Man that haſtens his 
own Death by Intemperance, by Drunken 


neſs and Gluttony; kills himſelf, no leſs 


effectually (as by a Poiſon ſlowly operating): 
than if he did it. by a Doſe of Arſenick: 
And he vho dies in the Rottenneſs of a Ve- 

neral Malady, becomes as really his own - 


Executioner, as if he had done it, by a 


Rope or a Dagger. And certainly they who 
are in all thoſe Reſpects acceflary to their 


own Deſtruction, have: this to account for, 
to the Author of their Life, as well as for 


the Tranſgreſſing againſt thoſe Laws of 


Temperance, Sobriety and Chaſtity, which 
he has given. But becauſe even in their 


highly criminal Conduct, they have no De- 


ſign to ſlay themſelves; but this is far from 


their Intention, even while they are giving 


a looſe Rein to their deſtroying Appetites . 
and Luſts: T herefore, neither is this, the 
ſpecial and atrocious Suicide, which is the 
Sutjet? of our preſent Weſtron.” „„ 

Thirdly, far leſs is the Man involved 
in this Guilt, whoſe Life is ſhortened, and 


worn out, by hard, afſiduous, and uſeful 


Labour: Eſpecially when his own private 


Neceſſities, or the publick Utility, demands 


it, and it is not from a covetous Deſign, but 
to earn his own OO in an honeſt lawful 
N Ys | 


r 
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Way, in the Station and Capacity: which? 
Providence hath placed him. For on the « con- 
trary, he is in the: Way of Duty, and has a "0 
Title to the Divine Favour, ' committing 5 "i 
God the Event of a ſhorter, or a longer Life. | 
And fourthly, T he ſame Eſtimate is to be 
made of thoſe who are engaged in a lawful” 
mili itary Life. They muſt obey Command, 
even in the moſt deſperate Caſes; and if it is 
at the Expence of their Life, they die in ca 
Exerciſe of their Duty: The Riſk is under- 
gone for the common Safety to Which their 3 
private Safety muſt give place. And all the 
World eſteems it, not only Laudable, but 
Glorious, if a Man loſes his Life to fave bs 


Coun 2 
Vea 6fthly, Even the MalefaGtors, whos: 


bring themſelves to a violent and 3 
Death, by the Hand of publick Juſtice, th 
ſurely their Guilt is aggravated by this very! 
Circumſtance, inaſmuch as the criminal 
Practices for which their Life doth periſfi are 
their own deliberate Choice, and they were 
appriſed of the Danger: Yet becauſe ths: 
cutting off their own Life, is far from | 
their intention or defire : Therefore; neitlier 
5 doth this Caſe fall properly undder che 85 
Jeet: of our preſent Enquiry: .. 
Sixthly, Neither do- thoſe Bie pro- 
b incur the Guilt of Suicide, who. EX 3 
„„ 


— 


1 
poſe their Lives to reſcue their Prince, or 
their Parents, or their Children, or a dear z 
Friend, or one of great Merit, or the In- 
nocent from Deſtruction: Becauſe, tho in 
ſome Circumſtances, the doing this indiſ- 
creetly, may be faulty; yet their Intention 
is not to deſtroy their own Life; but an 
Office of Charity to fave the Life of others; 
and they who Slay them are the Mur- | 
derers. 2 
And ſeventhly, The ſame Parity of Rea- 
ſon, exempts from partaking of this Guilt, 
in any Degree, thoſe conſcientious Clergy or 


Pͤphyſicians, who charitably expoſe their 


Life by miniſtring in the Offices of their 
Function to People in a Peſtilence, or in 4 
5 State of Perſecution. Again, a 0s 
" Eighthly,' They who willingly become . 
Hiſtages for the performing of Conditions 
that are ſolemnly ſtipulated ; if they periſſi 
by reaſon of not performing, they cannot 
be comprehended i in the Number of crimi- 
nal Suicides. Their Blood is on the Head 
of their own perfidious People. Their 
Life Was only committed to the publick 
Faith of their Country, which is the "Caſe 
of every Member, as well before, as after, 
they are Hoſtages: . Neither e can they who 
wk 8 * be ee in the Sight 
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of God, and good Men, if the Hoſtages © 
are not themſelves acceſſary to the urns 
of what was ſtipulated. : 1 
Ninthly, The Cafe of faxtyrd; who 
chuſe rather to part with theit Life, than to 
renounce or abandon the true Religion, or 
treſpaſs againſt a known Duty; is ſo ball l 
from incuring the Guilt of criminal Suicide; 
that it is the moſt glorious Inſtance of hu- 
man Virtue, when joined with the nn] 
Love of God and our Neighbour : And 
great is its Reward. Vet Mt indiſcreet / 
Zeal of thoſe, cannot be vindicated, Who 
from an ambitious Defire of this Glory, or 
Hope of the Reward, do without neceſſity, 
and uncalled by the Divine Providence, ex- 
poſe themſelves n throw IT, their 
Life, n > 
And finally, many e 17 be: tated, 5 
may happen, and have occurred, to the cut- 
ting of the Life; in which the Agent is 
to be conſidered as bent upon the Action 
by which the Loſs of his own Life is in- 
curred; and yet as having no Deſire nor 
Deſign to be thereby rid of Life. And it 


is obvious that it may be thus, in any Ac- 


tion of extreme Danger. Altho' it muſt 


be allowed, that in ſuch Actions of extreme 
mr the . may often, be ve-' 


| of : ; | f 17 


F 10 1 
ry cuſpable, as well as very raſh and foo- 
| | liſh; becauſe the human Life, that is en- 
5 a ed to our Care, is of ſuch Value and 
Importance, that it ought not wantonly to 
be played away at Hazard, nor expoſed to 
Dangers that are out of the Way of lawful 
Buſes, and Duty. But where there is not 
2 D#fre and Defign to be rid of Life ; how- 
ever faulty and cenſurable it may be, in 
ether Reſpects, as is allowed; yet it is not 
properly the Suicide, which the Reader is 
to cotfider- as the e of our 1 
Fer, the” Reaſons alfigned, all the nine 
mentioned Cafes, are to be ſeperated: from 
the Suicide or Selfſſaying; that is chiefly the 
Subject of Debate; upon the firft propofſed 
Dreftion, viz. Whether Sucide is Lauful, 
or Unlauful? And if there are yet, any other 
Cafes, that fall under the ſame Parity of 
Reaſon for their Exemption; this rf Que. 
tion is bo be: conſidered, as ro: OE: e 
all. 24. 


The -preciſe"Stare of the Neeſon in 2 
late. Songemin Se 
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N ha is already wess it is 


5 Ee Suicide or Seſfeſaying that 
1 : s 6 is \ ; 
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18 to be conſidered as the Snhje#? of cob . 
propoſed Veeftion; is af o different N © 
VIZ- 

Firſt a Saraitdo avilfutly; F ah 
by. a Perſon having the” Exerciſe of Reaſon, 
with a Deſire and Defpgn' to be rid of L e. 
And this, I affirm, is not only Criminal; 
but a moſt hainous and atroeious Guiltineſs 
The ſecond is: M ben tbe Selfaſuyer, hau 
ing the Exerciſe” of Reaſon; wlfully® an 1. 
tentionally; adventures upen an Action, ar. 
tended with an Bxtremity of Dunger, and Out 
F . the Way of his lawful Bufineſs' and Duiy; 
by which his Life periſheth ; altho" be Fe : 
neither a Deſire nor Defign 70 be rid of Life. 
And this, Taffitm; is alſo highly criminal; 
tho it is far from being of the hainous' Na- 
ture, of the above mentioned conſumn abe 
and moſt atrocious Sin of Suicide. ep 

As the fifſt of theſe, includes all dle De. 
grees of the moſt atrocious: SeHHaying, ſo 
it is manifeſtly and perfectly adapted to the 
dreadful Cafe of that abounding Sem. 
der, which is the Diſgrace of deb up 2 
Age ; and-has/become; in a more eminent 
Degree, the Reproach and! Scandal of our 
Country. The licentious Writings of our 


modern Deiſts, in Defence of this unnatural/ 


| <_ Praftice, that n dif" 
; perſed; 


— 
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perſed; do ſhrewdly threaten the contagi- 


ous Encreaſe of it; not only among thoſe of 
a melancholick Conſtitution ; but alſo Mul- 
titudes of thofe of an opulent Nation, whoſe 
Blood and Spirits -are inflamed by an habi- 
tual Luxury and Exceſs, which raiſes their 


Paſſions into a hoiling Ferment, diſordering 
their Minds, and naturally diſpoſing them 
to outragious Practices. It is therefore the 


Duty of every Man in his Station, to con- 
tribute his Endeavour to give a Check to 
this growing Evil; And more eſpecially a 
Chriſtian Duty, to repreſent and inculcate, 


the hainous and atrocious Guiltineſs of it. 


It is therefore, of this moſt atrocious Su- | 
cide, that I am here chiefly. to treat. And 


thereafter, that other Self-fHaying which is 


alſo highly criminal, tho leſs atrocious, may 


likewiſe fall in our way to be mentioned. 
J ſhall firſt; briefly point to the moſt mani- 


feſt and convincing Proofs of the flagitious 
Sinfulneſs of that wilful intentional Selj-flay- 
ing, with a Defire and Din to be rid of 
Life. And next, I ſhall examine whatever 
has been pleaded in Defence of it. 
The Proofs of its flagitious Sinfulneſs, Fa x 
all who. regard the Divine Revelation, may 


in theſe Times of its frequent and odious Ex- 
emen aft Horror of Se murder from 


the 


A 
"the due comiction of - its atrotious Guil- 
nas Pigs Bonk + & ad 
I.!,he firſt Proof I ſhall mention; is: That 
N it is 2 manifeſt Violation of the fixth C. 
 mandinent, Thou ſhalt not Mill. He who 
kills himſelf, is as much a Murderer, as if 
he killed another Man. The Reaſon aſſign- 
ed by God himſelf againſt Murder (Gen. 
ix. 6:) is this. For in the Image of God made 
be Man. And he who kills himſelf, de- 
ſtroys God's Image, as much as he who kills 
another. The Reaſon that renders the 
Crime Piacular, is the ſame in both Caſes. 
And altho the Self Hayer prevents the Exe- 
cuting the temporal Sentence of Puniſhment 
mentioned in that /ixth V. erſe, by Man ſhall 
ts: Blood be ſhed. : Yet he cannot 751 4 
eſcape the future Puniſhment which is 
timated in the foregoing fifth Verſe, i in 2 
Words, It the Hand of every Man ci 'T- 
require it. This is firſt eee and then 
it allows, at the Hands of every Man's Bro- 
ther. Which manifeſtly includes the Man 
himſelf, and every other Man by whom 
his Life may be deſtroyed. God will: re- 
guire it at the Hand of Man. No leſs, cat. - 
leaſt at the Hand of the Man himſelf, than 
at the Hand of any other. Nay further; 


| Man. is even in this Life, defigned to be th - 
| | EZY 


5 —_— 


Temple of Gad: © . expreſly ſaid 


to be his Temple; and the Expreſſion in 


1 Cor. iii. 17. if duly underſtood, is terrible. 
Fam Man defile the Temple of God, bin 


will God defirey ; for the Temple is boh, 
which Temple ye are. The Tranflation ought 


: certainly to be, as Eraſmus tranſlated it, 1f 
any Man deftroy the Temple — For 

it is the fame original Word 
in our Tranſlation is rendered Defile, Grands 
alſo uſed in the following Part of the' ſame 


Verſe, for Him will God defiroy. 


Verſe, and no otherWerdinterpoſed betwirt, 


and the repeating is; it ought doubtleſs; 'to. 
be the fame Way troyſated. It is Murder, 
the Deſtroying God's Image, God will require 

i, af the Hand of the guilty lan; He de- 


frogs God's Temple, and him till God defiroy. 
Now Murder is by the Dictate of Nature 
in the common Senſe of Mankind, account- 
ed, a hideous dige ie What n mult 


"this Self laying be? LONG HL 14515 
For ſecondly, It is a Murder of this kigh- 


eſt Aggravation, and in various Reſpects, 


innaturaliy criminal. If to Murder a kind 
Friend and: Benefactor, is a greater Crime, 


5 "than to murder a Stranger; and to mur- 
„ | | er! 


N bee it it may ſignify Defile. 
Vet in che original Text, being in the fame 


1 


Lax] 
Fry a Parent or a Child, is ſtill a be 
hainous Wickedneſs; becauſe they are ſo 
much nearer to ourſelves: If the nearneſs 
of the Relation, encreaſes the Guiltineſs; 
none are ſo near to us as ourſelves. And 
therefore, there is no ſuch unnatural Mur- 
der; as this is, (Eph. v. 29.) Aan ever 
yet hated bis own Fleſb; this is to be under- 
ſtood of 10 ee renting to the 
Law of Nature 
Thhirdly, It is — ne | 
Guiltineſs, inaſmuch as the Care of preſerv- - 
ing our own “Lives, is the Voice of Nature. The 
natural Averſion to Death, and tat princi- 


ple of Self preſervation, that is an Inftinit of 


Nature common to Man, and Jery rea- 


ture that hath Life; were net, Antended to 
make us. Cautious, ' for croiding the Hurt 
that others may do us; but likewiſe to make 
us careful to do no hurt to Ourſelves; and 
much more that we do not deſtroy Our- 
ſelves. *- 'F or without this, it Would be no 
Principle of Self-preſe vation; nor ſerve to 
any Purpoſe for the Safety of Life: Be- 
cauſe the Man that is bent to deſtroy his 0 
| own Life i is fur ppoſed ready to abandon i it, to 
any Man of Violence, or Beaſt *of Prep. 
And the unnatural” Crime is exceedingly 


aggravated, as we are rational Creatures, to 
x whom 


[ 16 1 | 

"Site rout Maker hath committed the Cate 
df our ownLife ; and for the better diſcharge 
of this Truſt, has endued us with greater 
- Capacity to forefee and prevent the Deſtruc- 
tion of our own Life, as was before intimat- 
ed. For this is to violate and betray 
triiſt againſt the voice both of natural Inſtincł, 

and maturat Reaſon; which is the e 
| ai Voice and Law U 


Fcourthly, We are God's Creatures wal 
Subjects; and therefore muſt not diſpoſe 
ef Qurſelves as we pleaſe, even in ſuch 
Things, as can hurt none but Ourſelves; 
dut muſt be ſudject unto his Laws. We 
muſt not abuſe our own. Bodies by Intem- 
perance and Luxury ; ; tho', neither, the pub- 
lick nor any private Perſons are injured. by 
it. And if we have not Power over our 
_ own Bodies, in leſfer Inſtances; far leſs. to 
Kill and Deſtroy them. ei arti 
Eifthly, It is an ent and e 5 
8 TaveGian. upon the Authority of God the 
Gwer of Life, ho alone is the Lord of it: 
And ſeeing he has given it to be imployed 
in his Work and Service ; therefore we are 
| only to be leaſed a rithdraven from this 


RN 


give e * the ain: or the wrong Uſe 
of x. Moment of el. No Man "bath 


Sven 0 
| | 
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Felicities of "a better Life; 
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. tn 
giveti or acquired Life to himſelf; and 
therefore no Man can have any Right to take 
it away, unleſs by his Authority; to which 
no private Man tan lay claim. He who 
hath placed us in this Life for his own Work 


and Service, can only and alone, have right 


to take us out of it, and to limit the Time 
of our continuing in it, we were not ſent into 


this World and Eife to he Idle, or only im- 


ployed as we pleaſe: But to act the proper 


Buſineſs of Life, to cultivate and etnploy 
it to the Honour of God, and the Good of 
Mankind, and to prepare ourſelves for the 
y advancing to- 
wards the Perfection of dur Nature by thoſe 
Degrees that are neoeſſary to render us ca- 
pable of them. And to this great End, 


FLuyery Minute of our Life, is uſeful, even 


in the greateſt Calamity. Tus Life is our 
Warfare, as well as Our Workhouſe. And 


ve muſt not be Deſerters, nor abandon our 
Work, until he who ſent us hither and ap- 


points our Station, and our Work, ſhall. 
pleaſe to'eall us off. The Selfeſicyer is there- 
fore an Uſurper and Invader upon the Right 

and Authority of God;. as if he were Lo rd 


of his own Life, and had a Right to li- 
mis the Time of his n Wm ere 
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[x81] 
Sixthly, It i is a vile deere to God, 
and the 2 af all that Capacity we 
have ever enjoyed, of any kind of Good : 
For if we had not-received Life, we could 
have.had no Capacities. How vile then is the. 
ugratitude, to deſpiſe, to hate and deſtroy, 
that Gift of Life, without which we could. 
never have been capable of any Good, eit 
ther temporal or eternal??? 
_ + Seventhly, As far as hs edge” 
of the Selffiayer, it is an infolent Attempt; 
and Endeavour to diſturb, diſorder, and 
deſtroy, that Divine. providence - by. which 
the, World is; ruled 
great Ends are e nently. and exe 
cuted by the Power; he has. of Life. and | 
Death. | Providence; doth. often a0 4 
and effect. ate. its Ends, by the Means that: 
are to appearance ſmall, and See 
Se is no human Life fo. contemptible, 
that it is not in the, Power, of God to pie 
inthe Inſtrnent of bringing about thoſe | 
Ends and Purpoſes that are of great Impor- 
tanes.. Until Liſe is gone, there Is; OR. 
can, tell what God has: to accotpliſn by. 
afgy erſon Mving. Again, 1 TAC 3 al lo. 
Eighthly, The $:/fflayer: is guilty of Injuſ- 
| dena abe P. Publick, to Mankind, to the So- 
| | wo Id 


U 19 J. 

ciety wherein Providence hath: placed 'Hith 1. 
48 a Member; by robbing the Publick ef 
all the Benefit die” can redeund from his 
Fife. We are not merely made for gur 
Alves: Man as a ſocial Creature, is made 
for the publiek Good ; and is accountable 
to God, for the well or ill diſcharging ofthe 
fecial Offices” And there may be Offices 
of this kind, to fall in the Way of theſe 
who have the greateſt Reafon of any alive, to 
think themſelves rather an r ee 


* 
1er 


Burden to the Publick, than any way ka- 
25 Eto} promote its Profit. The moſt mia 
Ele Pe on alive in the greateſt Ext), 
and Incapa do. may become Muſtrion: 
= of Himnllity, Patience, Res 
A: Will of God, F oftitude of Mind, and 


chear earful Alaerlty in their Sufferings; and 


1 0 bromode the publick Good, more | 
ever they could have done in Spor Tous 
Fortune. Tflere are Vittacst6 be-exertiſed 
in every Stad of Life. And "itt E has ne 
ver ſhined {6 eihinen and 10 \exertiphifly,” 
as in a 510 £8 Cal Att pr "Te" Inſtanees 
that teſtify 8 in Hiflericy 
g, "An 39 none N 
" what P 5 275 Nl F i e, 
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lamity, may 7 at laſt, excite in-others Thank- 
fulneſs to God for their better Situation, 
and afford Motives to Pity, compaſſionate 
Sympathy, and charitable Relief; and 
theſe. are no ſinall Benefits. And even the 
Miſeries of a Malefactor in the Hand of 
| Juſtice, are a publick Beacon and Warn- 
ing, and have their Uſe; ef) pecially where 
there is a ſolemn owning of the Divine Juſ- 
tice, that hath overtaken the Criminal, with 
an exemplary Repentance. 

And finally, There is another tremendous 
Tops pick, which alone, is ſufficient to give a 
Horror of this execrable Crime, viz. That | 
4 the: violent and nefarious. Hand that diſ- 

patches the Self: Payer to the Bar of Juſtice, 

in another Life, leaves no place or poſſibi- 
by, for repenting of the criminal Act. Pa- 
ant, eus and Chriſtians; all that have 
1 a Deity, and even our modern Deifts, 
do all agree, that Repentance and Amend- 
ment, are neceſſary to reconcile the Sinner 
to the offended Deity. But the Self-mur- 
Aren precludes: the very poſſibility of this. 
Where Heople enjoy the Diſcoveries of thoſe . 
Terms of Reconciliation with God, which, 


125 3 affordds; 35 the Preſumption muſt 
: ſtrangely una :ountable, if they, Hatter 


1 2 


1 21 3 
tradiction to them, and to thie Terms which 
the Light of Nature alſo teschech. - Withal | 


there is but too juſt Ground of ſuſpeRing'thit | 


_ thoſe Deiſts who pretend to juſtify this wil- 


ful Self-Aaying of which we treat, and yet 


own the neceſſity of Repentance; have not 


any real Conviction (whatever they profeſs) 
of the Immortality of the Soul, or of any 
future Account to be made unto him, * 
wotll judge the World in Righteouſneſs. . 
4 proceed to Examine whatever has been 
Lang in Defence of Suicide. And 
Firſt, Tt is pleaded, that one tas e 


der intollerable ' Pains, and inſupportable 


Misfortunes; fo as his Life is a Burden to 


himſelf, and all about him, and uſeleſs to 


Mankind; if he has no other Way to be 
ict has thereby a Right ta ſlay him- 


ff, en 
| His eme 


This — 1 up of a Variety at : 
Topicks which muſt all concur to com 
plete it; and as it is with all ſuch Profs, 
if any one of them is defective, the Infe- 


rence is loſt; I ſhall firſt anſwer in the. ge- 
neral, and next, ſnew the Deſects of the 


ſeveral reſpective Topicks ſeparately. 


* Firſt, in the general. Even tp a 


intolerable Pains, and moſt inſupportable I 
Wis 1 b 3 od N 


r —C TIT 
” 
. 


— me 
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7 els l \ \ 4 


ed, as great C 


. e which 


: . 

1 that can be imagined, in the 
moſt hopeleſs and helpleſs. Condition ; the 
Man that ſlays himſelf, to be rid of his Cala- 


mity, is condemned of hainous Guiltineſs, 


by every one of the nine foregoing Proof: 
And a mom Exil-muſt bewerbe done, that 


(Good may come of it. 
Nr as tos the ſeveral — 8 Tepi Mo 


of this Pleading, ſeperately onſidered, ear 

59, one of hemyin-fleſectiversi Hr, 27 
Firſt, Whereas it r 8 

intollerabl& Pains, and unſupportable Mi- 


| Fortunes make his Life a Burden to him. 1 


anßwer. Fuſt, It is not his Life, but his 
Pains and Misfortunes that are the Burden: 


8 | For if theſe were removed, the Burden he 


complains of, would be gone; and the 
Life eaſy. How! knows he that the Pains 
and Sorrows: of a future State, will not he 


inexpreſſibly more exquiſite and intollera- 
ple, into which he runs headlong by Self- 


murder? Why ſhould he think the Divine 
Juſtice will not thus puniſh: his unnatural 
Guiltineſs ? Can his Death take him out uf 


the Hand of avenging Juſtice? Secondly, 


d and virtaous Men __ pony an 


2 Tine deb Deliverance, What- | 


. [23]. 
which | Bec vidence layeth on; 15 will 1. 
to the Benefit of the Sufferer, if he duly.” 
bears and improves it. Tf this Burden is 
confidered as his Puniſhment ; happy is che 
Man who bears it here, and eſcapes it here- 
after. And if it is more than our mortal 
Nature can bear, it will ſoon end, by bling p 
ing the Relief of itſelf, without any crimi- 
nal Deed of the Sufferer. Thirdly, His 
Calamities place him in a Field for exerci- 
ſing the moſt illuſtrious and exemplar) Vir- 
tues, of Patience, Reſignation, and Forti- 
tude of Mind. The Station is aſſigned him 
by the Divine Providence, and it is both 
cowardly and undutiful to deſert it. He is 
to wait 5 Time of Deliverance allotted by 
the Author of Life, and can never be juſti- 
fied or excuſed, if he ſeeks to ns” 
himſelf by the nefarious Hands of a Self 
murderer. Fourthly, The Thing here 1 of | 
ed for 8e 1 Paying, wilt never juli the Slay- - 
ing of any other Man. If the deareſt Fri 02 | 
under the moſt accumulated Miſeries Take 
or intollerable Pains ſhould i importune you to 
put an End to his Pais b 1 paaing an End to | 
his Life, the ding 3 woah be Murder, by the 
Lawys of God and Man. Tfthe Thing p leaded 
Cannot fa ify in che one Caſe; it can never 
dot it in the other. For ee the fame 
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in both ; anly with this Difference, chat the 
Self-flaying is a Murder of a more hainous 
Aggravation. Fifthly,. It is ſo natural to 
all in Calamity, to magnify the Idea of the 
Miſeries they ſuffer, in their own Imagina- 
tion; that they are apt, really to think them 
: the moſt ;nſupportable. They of an effemi- 
nate and more delicate Temper, are apt to 


think and cry out, the Miſery is unſupport- a 


; able, which to one more hardy, would be 


but a Triffle. So that if the Thing pleaded, 51 
were allowed to juſtify Suicide, even in the 
Caſes moſt galamitous; it would tend to the 
Havock of Mankind; and the Se If-murderers 
would become innumerable. It is to guard 
againſt | this deſtructive Conſequence, that 
States. and Common-wealths, Pagan as well 
as Fewiſh, have been careful to frame. Laws : 
do reſtrain from this 1 unnatural Crime : F or- 
bidding the burying of ſuch Selfaſtayers, or 0! 
ordering it to be done with ſome publick 
Mark of Diſgrace; and Rome is July Cen- 
ſured for its long neglect of this. . 
The five foregoin g Anſwers are cent 
8 demonſtrate the miſerable and obvious. 
efect of the Plea for Self- laying. from this 
wretched Topick. of. intolerable Pains and 
| inſupportable Calamities, ie as to nabe Life a, 
narkable, that eyen 
a among 


„ 


among the antient Heathen Authars of Pe 


bity and Virtue ; their Phrlophers, - Poets; 
and Hiftorrans, do agree; that the Suicide 
which is acted from an Impatience of the 
Calamities of Life, is highly Criminal: Brand- 
ing it as Cowardice; a baſe Abjectneſs of 
that has nothing in it of the true Fortituue 
of Spirit. Vet the Suicide upon this ab- 
ject Principle, from a Deſire to be rid of 
Life, becauſe of the Pains, Misfortunes and 
Calamities Men ſuffer, is the ' diſgraceful 
Practice of our Times, and that which our 
modern Deiſts, en to 8 as n 
and heroic x. W 
A ſecond 8 the Tac, unde as 
curring to ſtrengthen this dead, i 15 5 
That the pretended 1nſupportable.' Calamity 
renders the Man a Burden to all about him. 
ITIjhe very Stating of this Toprc# manifeſts; 
its Lameneſs. At this rate, no Man, how 
innocent ſoever, ought to enjoy Life, when- 
ever he becomes a Nuſance and Burden to 
his Neighbours ; ;  tho' his Calamity is not 
_ owing to his own Crimes, but merely to 
bis Misfortune. This Topick, inthe Conſe- 
quences of it, would lead into a ſhort Way 
of being rid of all the Objects of common 
JO at once; the nn the 
. Blind 


gether. However we are : fure; if any one 
or all "that are about them, to whom they 
ate à Burden; ſhould ſlay one of them; 
e that ſcore it would be Murder in the 
Sight of God and Man; And if it would 
be Murder i in them; it muſt be fo in the 
Man who lays! himſelf, on that Account, 
With à higher Aggravation. God hath 
planted in us, Bowels of Compaſſion to- 
wards the Miſerable: And altho Divine 
Revelation had never required us, 10 bear one 
_ axotbers Burdens, (Gal. vi. 2.) yet in this 
Cafe; common Humanity and the Law of 
Nature, bind to afford them charitable Re- 
leif : And the Conviction which every 
Man ought to have, that it is poſſible he may 
Himſelf be reduced to the greateſt Calamity 
incident to Mankind, is a ſtrong Motive 
to this Duty; ſeeing none alive e an Al- 
ſurance of Exemption. TE 5 
A. * of the Oy urged, | is no Ie 
ed: miſerable Saff-Jlayer, 1s "beocrs: vſcteſs 
to Mankind: For in the greateſt Miſery a 
Man can fall under, during Life, he may 
be ſtill ſerving ſome Purpoſes of Uſe to 
others;.or himfelf,. With regard to others 1 
on only dere refer to what is * hint 
74 71 N 25 g ed, 


* 
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dk in the Ei ghth of the foregoin ing F 
of the e - Sinfulneſs of Sel, 5 uurder, Ber, 
cauſe tho; much more might be d yet - 
what i is there hinted | is ſufficient. Aud with 3 Nah 
reſpect to himſelf, every remaining Mo- 
ment of his Life may be uſeful; to ſettle 
his Peace with God, Aereaüng his Ru 
pentance 4 to Exerciſe all the Virtiles that 
agree to his State of Calamity, Patience, Re- 
ſignation to the Will of God, fervent Pray- .. - 
er, and Supplication, ; &c. I forbear here 
to mention the Duties, then incumbent: on 
the calamitous Man purely. as à Chriſtian, 
tho' moſt eminently uſeful ; ' becauſe. theſe 
are of no Conſideration to our Deifts, who 
urge and propagate the ſcandalous e 
huh I now . 
The fourth and laſt, Topicks f fa: concur 
* Dreſs up this ſhameful Pleading, is the 
ending Clue, viz. . That the miſerable 
Man has no other Way left bim to he" eK. 
tricated; but to ſlay himſelf. 
_ way of Reaſoning plainly ſuppoſes; . 
that a Man has a Right, to perpetrate any 
the moſt flagitious Wickedneſs, if it is to 
extricate himſelf from. what he en: . ha 
intollerable Burden, or YANN 
Rate a Man may have a right to A 


9, a the bon] ur and living 
8 or a 5 n 


1 + 
a 207 52 


1 28 7 


Gal; and to abjure every Virtue; to fa- 
criß ce his Children to Moloch; to betray his 
Parents, or his Country, &c. If he ſees no 
other Way. to be extricated from the Pains 
or, Burden Which he thinks intollerable; and 
to Murder any Man, even his Prince or 
his. Parents, when he conceives them to 
be.an intollerable Burden : For of all mur- 
dering, Seif-murger | is the moſthainous. If the 
Adyocates for Se//-/layi ing. ſhall here reply ; ; 
that they only intend it, when neither the 
Publict, nor any pri date Perſons are there- 
| by injured :. The Anſwer is, That the 
moſt miſerable Perſon alive, and in the 
greateſt Incapacity may ſtil] be of ſome Uſe 
and Benefit toothers, as has been ſufficiently, 
though only briefly hinted, in our eighth! Proof 
of the ſinfulneſs of S/ Naying, to which I 
here again refer. And they are all injured, 

that are deprived of this Benefit. And is not 
the vile Example of this unnatural Practice, 

an Injury to others? The Caſe therefore can 
never happen, wherein others are not there- 
by injured: Beſides theenormous Offence that 
is thereby given to Almighty God the Au- 
Wy of Life ; which is of inexpreſſible Im- 
2 aner, cha no Injury were it done | 


ar there is no > other way N bb extri- 
_ cated? 


an 


[29] 
| cated? In all the Calamities .of Life, hater 
of Men are not the Inſtruments; 3, that 
unexpected Relief may come ; is verified 'by 
inſtances. innumerable, i in every Age and 
Nation. And even were wicked Men are 5 
the Inſtruments, there are often ſurprizing 

rns of Providence that bring Relief, a- 
gainſt all probable Appearances, and with- 
out a Miracle. The Examples are o many, 
that they often occur; and if one that has 
never obſerved them himſelf, is but a little 
conſervant in Hiſtory, they are there in 
plenty. Could any Man be in a more hope- 
leſs State than Ariſtomenes the Me ſſenian 
General was ? Whom the Enemy had ſeiz- 
ed, and thrown headlong into the narrow 
Mouth of a deep rockey Cave, in the man- 
ner they uſed to make rid of Malefactors; wm 
and tho' 5 died not by the Fall, as others, 555 
yet there was no aſcending, or hope : 
left of Eſcape, till by ſome ſmall light from- 
the Top of the Cave, he eſpied a Fe OX 77 
ing on a dead Carcaſe; and concluding it 
had ſurely entred by ſome Paſſage” under 
Ground, he made. ſhift to catch the F ax, 
and kept. his hold, until it led him to the 
narrow Place by which itſelf had Entred ; 
and then letting go his hold, he digged his 
VP" Kot, with hig Nall, to J Joy of his 

Country, | 


3 
Country; and the Afoniſhment a mY hates 
813 5 of the Enemy. This is bab one 
| 3 g among many, that ſhew the Di- 

me Bei dence is unlimited ; and 1 in the 
| 555 hopeleſs. State, it can never be abſo- 
hately laid, there. is ng Way 4. of being ers 
| ics 8 1 7 And alli ets indeed were na 
a ; yo 1.5 Way chat is Sinfut and 
Uta, 18 "hever to be Sy Ard 


| Bainous ad unn natural. Wo e 
ks we "fee," that every one vr n 
- T6 of icks. that © concur to dreſs up the menti- 
oned fad 7s in behalf of ct, is groſs- N 
2 N , and 10 the v whole. 0 of it, l is on- 


hy 2 heap of Ablyrdies: I r proceed there-. | 
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H which the bid Dottors allow of Self-" 
de. They utterly condemn the: *Shicide 
that proceeds from an Impatience of the 
| Calais ; of Life, or a Wearineſs of it i upon 
9 of an f A the ee of the 


+ 34.84 


* * 


to God. DT 11 is 15 this princip bie 5. E 
they Jef the Suicide of King- 3 Hul; J for 
: Ah (day they). the  Diſhonour "a 


5 (ak. ; 

was to redound to God, by his falling ind 
the Hands of the-Phrkiflines, and the Conſe - 
ee of it, viz. Not only their ufing 
God's Anointed with Contumely; but leaſt; 
his Captivity ſhould diſhearten God's peau- 
liar People, and make their Necks bend to 
the Voak of the uncircumciſed Blaſphemers 
God, who would thereupon pretend: to 
triumph over the God: en denkste 
Diſhonaur. . RSS 4 it . 
The Ae mal be ſhort and Wa 5 uE | 
certainly a Duty rather to part with Life, than 
to diſhonour God in any Inſtance. But it 
is a groſs Error to think, that any ching 
Sinful is to: be done, to prevent: his being 
Diſhonoured. To Sin againſt God, is to 
' Diſhonour him; and nothing elſe can Dif- 
honour: him. To pretend therefore to + 
his Honout, by Diſhauring him, as evefy 

Sin doth, is/a Contradiction: And the atro- 
cious Sinfulneſs of Suicide is manifeſt by de 


nine foregoing Progſi. No doubt it was a 


Zeal for God's Honour, that prompted; La. 
24h 30 put forth. his, hand and tale hald f tb 
Ark, "when the Oxen ſhook it: 2 Sam. v 
But his Zeal to ſave the Ark, the Symbel of | 
God's preſence, from falling did not hi "© 1 
der his. Nele and Sin, from being pu- | 
hed, God. win ale Care of. his n 


Honour, 


132 
een and will have none to do it, but in 
a lawful Way. When his: Art was taken 
by the Philiſtines, and placed in the Tem- 
ple of Dagon; he vindicated his own Hon- 

our, in Puniſhing them; and brought back 
| his Ark without the need of human Force 
to reſcue it. The Se fEmurder of King Saul, 
ean never be vindieated, by this Rabinical 


| Apology: It is 2 principle that can never 
fail; That Evil is not to be on; E Good 


- 5 = „„ > -# . : 
=: LO „54 
an | 


| Gas 1 AR Simmer did no leſß r 
the Suicide that proceeds from an Impati- 
ence of the Calamities of Life; than the 
Jews and Chriſtians do; yet they had alſo 


their excepted Caſe, in which they eſteem it 


Zaful; and plæad in its Defence, i. e. 


when they. ſuppoſed it done upon the pre- 
fund Conjent of the Diety. | As When 4 


Man of great Merit and high Spirit after 
glorious Atchievements fell to be in the 


Power of the oppiefiing Enemy, at whoſe 


Hands, he could look for nothing, but in- 
ſiulting Abuſes, and a tormenting Death. 
In this C 
ttis mortal Life, and their Inferences fro 


them, againſt Suicide, were dropt, or for- ; 


4 e as being as or-exaurorated : 
Sach 


ond! 


aſc all their pretty reſemblances of 


/ 


— 


fg"? 


RT 


Such as, that the Body is the Prion 1 


e Sen; out of which we are not, at our 
own hand to force or | Eſcape; but to wait 
for our Releaſe from the Author of our 


Nature: That our Life i is not our OWN. 
Choice, but the Gift of the Creator, who, | 


hath ordered our Station and preſcribes. our, 


Duty in it; which therefore we muſt not £ 


Deſert, until we are called off, in che way 

of Prouidence, to render an Account 3 our 
Conduct throughout all the Adverſities of 
Life, as well as the Schemes that are more 

Proſperous. After theſe and other ſuch De- 

ciſions of this Qyeftionz. if their Hero, after 

his excellent Rules of Life, and a bright 
Example given; or after doing his beſt to 


reduce the Power of a Tyrant; ſhall fall un- 


der ſuch nes as his high Spirit 
ſcorns to bear; rather chan wear the Chains 
of the inſulting Enemy, or be ſubjected 
to the ſhameful Indignities, and a torment- 
ing Denk. daſtined for him by che odious 

be come his own Executioner And has 


Y Fes conſent f the Deity And this 


is Ciceros Apology for the S of Caro. 
3 Queſt. L. 1 —CGato fic. abiit a vita, ut 


- * 


"PEE t 1 

Rc. dur fue dimgraer. Cum vers ca 
Juan Deut ipſe leurit, at tunc 9 
nun Catoms, ſepe multis: Ne ills medius ſdi- 15 
is vir ſapiens, lætus ex his tenebris in lucem 
Gr ONT. : Ner tamen ile vinela cura 
Leges enim berant: Sed tan- 
| gu 42 Magifrats, aut aliqua poteffate legi- 
lima, fie à Des evocatus, atque emiſſus exierer. 
Plato; Ariſtotle, and more of them, agree 
in this. Such triffling 3 and Piti i 
ful partiality, is - ſhameful in ſuch 
5 Tor what aſs de che moſt 
ndighitics, and the. moſt cruel 
dr Death which an odious Ty- 95 
Tast Caf inflict; (bat ſuch Calamities as are 
nRaident te Buran Life? And if it is want 
vf Fottitude of Mind, puflllanimiry and 
Vote ardice, in u obfeure and vulger Man, 
won aden by Felt or the greateſt Calami- 
puck (uncle 4 25 Ky brett 
"Prion of his Body, and 4 4 is Sta. 
un by e on - ationers ? 

Whirl Gin it be in 4 e. po war 6 
bg 0 be 4 5 ale af Forti= | 
5 nile of Mind? 8 hi dee 
rp falls him, and he becomes a "fugitive 
Comnrd,” in the hardeſt and dend Field of 
"That > The Fiali in which true Fortitudr of = 
1 Hind, And other beriet Virtues, do 1 | 


* 


E - 
0 * and dice themſelves in the wight E 
Luftre | What better Reaſon has a Hero 
in um or to preſume on the 
| ny or Apnrobatits of the Deity; than 
the vulgar and offcure Man? All the Phi 
loophy of the Antients and the Moderns f 4 
will neyer ſind it out. If it is Baſe: 
Diſgraceful in the onsiz 15 fh — 
more ſo in the other. The Turpitade i : 


5 greater, and the Example more pernicious: 


But it is more ſurpriſing; to (find fuck 
pitiful and partial Reafoniiig; impofirig upon 
a bright Modern Philofophor,- dn: a prafeſſel 
Chriſtian; a Maſter of the' Lat gf Nature | 
and Nations, truly emipent. The Lequrncd 

and Famous Samuel Nandi. Vat fol it 
is, that in his Book, De guts Nat. en 
L. 171. Cap. i Sect. 5, Having mention: ; 
od this wagen 6 the asi l. 1 
concerning the Suiride of their Hetors,7 hes 


leaves this part of the Neem nindetermins | 


ed; and after ſetting down the faregoing 
| Cization out of Cicers; his Words that it 
5 mediately follow it, are 3 verum is hr nd 
quidem in medio relingy 
5 Jeave it in ſuſpence; as mot Fnowing: whether to 
approve or condemn: Withal he brings 160 


mus. i, . r 


bother Reaſon: to priviledge thals Are W 5 


e upon che Conſent of the Deit 
| | ” Cc 2 : {. 4 88 


36 
der the Glue and vulgar have an equal 
| Title to plead; except it lye- in Generoſos 
Animos, i. e. their greatneſs of Spirit; which 
ought rather to * — againſt them; as 
being then placed in a Field proper to diſ- 
lay it, 4 a glorious Example. The 
1 Man's partiality to the Higb (i. e. 
truly to hs! Haughty) Spirit, has blinded 


him; or leaſt, made him forget, all the 


manifeſt proofs of the 'enormbus Sin of Sui- 
cide, both from Neaſon and - Revelation, = 
while he owns their Force in the Caſe of 
the vulgar: and: obſcure Man. The Cbriſtian 
n ought there, to have e 
whd endured the Croſs, and the Contraditlion 
of Sinners; deſpifiig-the Shame, and the Ex- 
ample” of the : cloud of Witneſſes,” which his 
Religion doch afford. Heb. XI.. 
ll eee, There is yet a Saria! Caſe 
Toh — this ſubject of Sticide, viz, of 
ſeveral Chriftians in the primitive Times of 
Ferſecution ; who choſe rather to flay 2 
ſeclves, than undergo the Riſk. of it. I do 
not here mean, when they muſt have ei- 
cher renounced their Religion, or offered 


. — 


_ Death of . For 1 in all ti 


Car 


it was ſo manifeſtly theirDuty to preferTor- 5 


ments and Death, that this is not to be con- 


ſidered as a diſtinguiſhed Caſe that can ad- 
mit of Diſpute. But the ſpecial Caſe, here 


meant, is that of Virgins and beautiful young 
Men, doomed to — their Bodies defiled, 
_ by. polluted Lewd.Embraces; fo that there 
was no way left to ayoid the Violating of 
their Chaſtity, but by ſaying 8 themſelves. 
In Anſwer to this. It is certain that 


violated. But at the ſame time, the Care 
to prevent the Violation = it by Suicide, can 


_never be vindicated-: For it is a Maxim that 85 


can never fail, That one bainous. Sin is never 
70 be ated, to prevent another Sin. A moral 
Evil is never to be done, that Good may come 
of it. In thoſe antient Times, in the 

eſt danger of. having their Bodies defiled, 


all that can be faid is, that in the uſe of all 


lawful Means to avoid it, they ought to 
have committed themſelves to God, by fer- 


vent and importunate Prayer; relying on 


him for their Deliverance; on him who. will 
never 'forſake the truly Faithful in Time of 
trial. His own infinite Fidelity engages him 
4 this. 1 Cor: x. 13. But God is faithful, 


eee er you to be tempted. above that PE 


ge are able; but will with the temptation alſo 
e way to 22 that ye may be able to bear it. 


Ot To I know 


"Death 3 is rather to be ſuffered, than Chaſtity Yer e 


3 


1 | 
cn: Sure Netendrü Ws 
efirol In hie number of Mar- 
Here It was fürely an Errot; for their 
Practices was à vidlatiomof the Tows of Na- 
ure and C Nan); tho' theit Cafe pleads | 
tie Copa ns; ee if it was through- 
To Others agi n, ſay that what 
W ei. Was by a E Inpulſe; bat 

they give 66 ſatisfying Reaſon for this Con- 
. And tho we ought nat to limit 

yet he has limited us by his Laws : 
Mee bene "it page beſt to reſt: 1. 
Uhe foreg going Zig e. gr. 
l _ Fifthly, Of all that has ever been plea 
ed in ekener of Suicide, there 
dach , to be CoMfideres, © what is für 

ther urged by our modern Deifts, viz 2. That a 
Man's Life is his own Property, and therefcte 
inch faxyfally be diſpoſed of, at his own 
lexfare. And that a Man ehe be Guil- 
| 1 05 Thjuſtice apainft himſelf. das 
= The Fo Branches of this pleadin 

Ig hel Topichs, mut be Teperat 

(298 rid 09 45306220 i901 19117 103 Ezit! 
22 i Aufuer do the Fir. Ne Man can 

have any r cperi) "thats abſOlately _—_ 
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the Abuſe: of it; and to Deſtroy it, is the 
greateſt Abuſe; as is manifeſt by the nine 


foregoing Pra. A Dei, ho prafeſſes 


town an 2nfinrte Sovereign of the World, 
to whom Man is accountable; ought to he 


aſhamed of fuch a Topich - The pleading: | 


, is directiy Mtherſtrcal. » | 
_ do ache frond Brunch: That a Man 
ms Pl rh gs gal CON 
rr u 6 : 


Firſt, if his were. granted 0 gow it doth if 


not hinder. Suicide to be a moft atrocious 
Crime, with regard both to God, and Man- 
kind; . what we | 


have before repre 


— ( 
r Wenn nn 


| N en . 
| na Gly. Wan de nag in e of 


And. haue appropriated' the name of Ju 
| n to thoſe Duties which Men qwe t 


% 


0 4 . viola- 


ot owls and the name of Hatice to the 5 


Suicide. For it is a mere .quibling bout. 
the uſe; and propriety! of a Word: The 
Sabots of moral Philofaphy, for the more 
Mer bodlicu ! treating of the ſeveral V irtuer, 
ani the Hices oppoſite to them, have redu- 
ell them into different Claſen; and to this 


5 


An of 4 And W a Man 
cannot have an Action of Law againſt him- 
ſelf and be both Praſecuter and Defender; 
therefore the Lawyers have unanimouſly | 
uſed the Names of Juſfice and Tryuftice, in 
the ſame Senſe, as the moral Philoſophers do. 
And the Authors of Caſuiſtict Divinity have 
generally followed the Phrlefophers and Law- 
vers in uſing theſe, Words in the fame Man- 


ner, as relating only to the Duties which 


Men owe to others. The modern Deifts 
have obſerved this; and have imagined / it 
uſeful to themſelves in their defence of Su7- 


cide. In the ſame Manner they may. plead 5 


the willful Self-flayer cannot do himſelf an 


Jury becauſe volenti non fit injuria, is a 


Maxim; i. e. eee rand: ee e 
Thing done according to his vill. But 
pitiful are theſe Amuſements ? Will any Bo- 
dy fay, a Man cannot do himſelf a real Hart 

r Miſchief ? Alas Men do fo daily. And 
can a Man's daing this willingly, render it 


ns real Hurt or Miſchief? And is not a 


Man accountable; to God; and to his own 
Conſcience (a Judge which God: has plae- 
dd in the Breaſt of every Man): for the 


Hurt and Miſchief he does to his .]n Bo- 


dy or his Soul? The Se}f-Aayer does him- 
1 , 1255 the. as and Mi iba that can 


1 


ras 


be; and thereby commonly teſtifies, that 


he would deſtroy the Soul as well as the 


Body, if he could. The Miſchicf he-d6es 


himſelf is irrecoverable: It is no leſs a Miſ- 
chief to him, than if another killed him, 
even with regard to the outward Man: But 
with regard to his Soul and immortal Part, 


it is a Miſchief greater to him, than all the 
World beſides himſelf, can do him. If a 
Man throws himſelf headlong into a State 
of Damnation; is there any Hurt or Miſ- 
chief like to this? And will it yet after all 
this be a good Plea for him, before the great 
Judge of Mankind, that he did no'Þnjuftice 
to himſelf, in the Senſe to which that Word 


is appropriated, by Pbilgſpbers, Lawyers 
and Caſiuſis too? Only change the Words 
from criminal Injuſtice into criminal Hurt 


and Miſchief, and the Argument” 


Doth not a Man's own” Conſtiener many | 
times upbraid and chaſtiſe him, for the Miſ- 


chief he does hitnſelf,” both with Regard to 


. 


is awakened, the Senſe 
- which the Schools of Phil 


bis Body and Soul, and his Eſtate too; even 

in thoſe Inſtances wherein} no Hurt is done 
to any other Man? When the Conſcience 
And Meanir 4 to | 
ophers and Lau- 
Ves have" reſtrained and appropriated the 
Mane of * * ate uſeleſs 


* [1 3 s 0 For 
* ; # 
5 ; 


the Worm of hab 

fo —_ with him, into 
== World ; will have no- — 
white: ——— its tnawings- As. den 
che Rafriddions and Appropriats — 
298 there arexdoubtleſs Duties whi 
— to himſelf, to his n — 
* to his own Soul; and every Man -M 
== Gan Joe * ail . 


he Mats ts 0 a a8 W. 
theevil dome by And the Conviction — 
7 . Juſtice of the Sentence. The Man - 
| —— 1 | 
thoſe Lalo of the Reſt that had none 


ranſgr Durres, he 

7 * nt er 20 
—— de any other. And 2 
ne will not alloy the 
and Term ef Hjuſtice to be given 

8 ina Miſabief which the 1 
* — to — one 

| Aline haingus' Guile; which 2 


during in the Abomination; will chen dear- 


op 


this is one Evidence of an 1 
rning, to render tlie 


N 
w 


an . 5 "YN At 374 9 rt: 10.4 «SC 
I have” finiſhed-whar I judpetl nech, 
upon the Subject of Suicide, in an Hge and 
y Many ein a few Weeks together do 
rarely ; that do not afford the Inſtan- 
ces ae excerable 1 the 
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if any Name Corſon Re ms 


— * * 
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* * Non 


N z * 


bf ig * Wow | 


corn Dads, we be. condemned "nor 
5 A * . ob * 1 * * 2 ; 
* vindicated * FFF 
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Holy Seviptitre + oh hot vo record the Bis- 
e e eee, RS 
martial) Histo 


ry; i it ſerves for Wa 
beſt of Men watchfub and cautibus z and to 


and encourage to Repentance, in the 
Hope 
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Iy kept a religious Co 


Gags 1 
Hope of, Ar and F orgiveneſs. T his 
is eminently. verifyed in the xiv, 


"ants. Caper: the Book of Jud 


ges. For in the Hiſtory of Sampſon, it is 
hacd-to tell, whether his extraordinary Feats 
and Adventures, or his are the 


moſt numercus? The greateſt Weakneſs of 
chat Strongeſt of Men, was, to be eaſily 


Captivated by the 


air Sex, who ſtill eſpied 
his Foible, and betsayed him. Had he = 

over nt ith. his 'Eyes, 
de might not only, prevented their being 
ꝓlucked out (which befel him as a juſt Pu- 
niſhment) but alſo. better anſwered the Pur- 


poſe for which God raiſed him up; which 


war to begin the Deliverance of his People 


from an Oppreſſion of forty Years. But 


that ended his Lite, and the 


the Tragedy 


\Acorflicm he had to it, himſelf ; is the He- 
al. Subyzeft of our preſent. Enquiry, i. e. 


Whether „ be had to bis, own 


Death, is to be condemned; or vindicated. 
The Character and Commenda 


JON which 
Sampſon has received in Heb, xith. is ſuch, 

that if he was really guilty of themaſt atro- 
cious Crime of wiſful Suicide, of which 


have been creating; it would be an Ob- 
Jection againſt the Holy. Scripture, which 


for my un not how i 
w 47 FF hs 


„ 


7 
- 4 


x 45 1 4 
be anſwered. Tis true, that Prerept is our 
Rule for Practice; and that the Example ot 
the beſt of nere Men, is not to be follow- 
ed in contradiction to this Rude: Vet ſuch 
high Approbation of one who had entred 
into then tidy an Act of ſuch hai- 
nous Guiltineſs, unrepented ; as is given to 
Sampſon by the Author to the) Hebrews, 
would be ſhocking; beyond all Compariſon 
It is therefore neceſſary: to ſet this Queſtion 
in ſuch, a manifeſt Ligli, as-it may not bea 
— to the weak. and an 
prom He ior acl] 4x 


St. Auguſtin ſays Saas may be — 5 
cate from bing gully of the nfl e; 
by ſuppoſing he was prompted unte what 
he acted, by an inwam Motion of God, le 
| Giver. and'Diſpoſer of Life: ' And: St. Ber- | 
nard ſays, if he had e Ae , the 
Holy Ghoſt; what be ddp Pu 
think, that as he was: rol up 5 
by God;. iw be the Deliverer and Judge-of 
Thracl; his giving up his own. Life for, the 
publick good, as many , virtuous Heathen 
did, to their own. great — * and Pre, 
maß be juſtiied without recourſe 40 aß 
: Divine Mation or Impulſe... WWE olgoud 
The third Sentiment, isof thoſe wi othink 
* Action of Sampſon was re nee ct 


that 3 15 criminal. 


1 40 1 
Now: ben we have rejected the third | 
and laſt of theſe ee as inconfiſtent 
with che Character given of Sampſon by the 
Author to the. Mee, — affording an 
er 'Obj bjeftion * . rope 
therefore, „ agen 1 eee 
*& FM Conde? kw: he tid laſt Action 
of Been, by which his own Life was cut 
bf, 'thiky be vindicated from the Sin ef eri. 
me Suicide, withotit recourſe to 
wit Abri ot Haage and chere 
the gert Place we full... 
"Secondly, Conſider the "Cafe of Sampſon 
in this laſt AQtion of 'his' Life, as he is fups | 
Fel ts haus beenexeited-to 1 
- 2 rn Fg Yo 2976 95 
As de the $f" of theſe, viz: \How far the 
Gon of Saiipfori; by which his on 
1 —— off my bs vindicated from the 
Sin ef criminal Suicidt; even without re- 
Sue de any Divine Melon or Rab 
They dhe affem it may be $6 indicated: 
only plead in che — 
„He wae x put Heron; _— by 
God, to be a Dilivercy —_— 
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rity, "Counſel and Condut#; by wich he 
might not only begin to Deliver ae (the 
End for which he kiiew God had"raiſed 
him up, Jullg. vii. 5.) dut give their Delf. 
verance ſuch” a 4 beginnitg, * 


84 1 5 


as Would ret 
1 of it e 4 3 


1 it would give 
| them; bet alſo by diſconcering all cheir 
Meaſures; all which did ſucceed according- 
by.” This, they TS 
brace Ae toe i no the: dare of his 


al Toe Chance for thei Life Is And this 


Ty * L 8 
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all cher Brides, Ben _ Men aw eg . — 5 


| bot only by weakening the Enemy, und by 


* 


5 Murderer of every Man. 


. 148 " 6 
Vs glorious, even tho their Life did periſſt. 
But Sampſen's Caſe was abſolutely 17 | 
affording no Ficld of Courage alour 

and, allowing, no, Cl 10 
255 * thoſe ene deſpe ö 


een b may, not be, uſeful _ the, 
Enemy. * N e 
rde alten may. be, Fir, . Thar che 7 
wing of a Ship is not to bel put in the 5 
- againſt the ſaving of a Nations” | 
and fan leſs, che deſtroying of a Ship. The 
Beneſit hy the one is ineſtimable; and in 
1 of it, the Benefit by the other, isa 
Triffe. Vet if the dea Captain ſhall loſe 
his Life, in ſaving his Ship; it is in the 
Way of his Duty, . But 
m deſtroy himſelf, together with the Ship, 
all Bl e Lives: of thoſe chat are in it, is 


Life of every Man that 1 dens by dhe 
wild Action, might perhaps be of more Uſe 
andBenefit to the State they ſerve, than both 
2 ould - 
loſe his Life; by ſuch. an 3 
render the Ship uſeleſs to the Enemy as did 
lerne lame Ways * for Life, to the 
2947 . Perſons 
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Dat ur — — Fae 
= Af ie, is further + gbjeQted,, Secomdly, 
That in his Caſe, it was a 1e:{//1$tuctde, 
ä ith ern and be r. be nd e Lie: 
in the higheſt degree, ; atroci- 

it is Kid. 41 Judge Rui, 39. 

5 nen aid, Le an die with abe, Ehir 
Mines; and le, bemed, Himſelf -withy, all bus 


might, and the Hauſe fell pen the Lr d and 


mar ali the; Neaple that quert therein, Ne. g 
5 To aa 3 hat theſe; Words, | 

- 8 Frog 1 indeed 
appriſed 


3 — But they 
d, not t all prove that be was either yer 
rous; (of :PeciſhingiinQit;or.; thought it imm 
poſhble to-ſurvive t. K hen cught ot £9, he 
| 80 ſrucd; as if he wWApIherd to Periſh z and 8 
ä fat left as Prayer thas it gte be ſo: But 

5 2 N _—_— RR ho jy fo = 
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Pes deb 6 Cw — Nation 
was Io great, that he rather choſe to die; 
— than'flip the oppottu nity he bad, 6f bold 
FE — fa 1 . 2 — 
can be; if God has further uſe for me in 5 
auen L know his Providenee can fave | 
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Life, and if he does not, the Danget 
not anz e mut not divert me: ; 
a en be done N Province i todo 
ance af e, I. am in g 
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S | 
K eople, inflamed. her Courage; and only | 
requiring an interval of Time for Prayer © 1 
and., Faſting. in her behalf, and to pray to 3 
herſelf, her Words are, So. Iwill go 9 
in toute the King, which is nut according s 
the, Lam; and I trriſb. I periſb. The 8 | 
Words, are far from implying an Indien, 
cy as to her Seriſeingy but, may well agree 
wich . great defire.to. be.fafe: And only 
imingate that ſhe was willi rather to loſe 
her Lite, in be may of ber. Duq, than not 
19,undexge. the Riſk of it, to\fave-her-Peo- 5 
WS And «pale do the mentioned Words 15 


* 
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; main, pi ig means. IAN : 
| Time, mnie his | 
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different Ways of \traniflating the Hebrew 
Particle Yau, there are e things very re- 
markable, which the Reader is defired = 
| oblerve with a ſpecial Attentio. 

Firſt, That even the Patrons of the len 
Sentiment, who think "Fephtha did vow, fo 
as to bind himſelf to facrifice his Daugliter, 
and that he actually did ſo; yet neither do, 
nor can deny, that the Particle Yau doth 

fignify Or as well as Aud; tho not ſo fre- 
quently.” For every Hebrew Lexicon allows 
this. And they alſo own that in many 
Ti exts it is neceſſary to tranſlate it if0; As 
in Gen. xxv. 11.'this men, Or hir wife." And 
again Exod. xxi. 17, 18. in two Verſes to- 
gether, e that curſeth bis father, Or hut m0. 
tler (according to our Saviour's franſſurian, 
Matth. xv. 4. with en flone; Or wil bit t. 
So likewiſe in Deut. vii. g. as it is explain 
ed in vetſe 12, and in 2 Sami ii. 10. as ex- 
plained verſe 21. In all which Texts, and 
many more, the Hebrew particle Vau muſt 
ee Nd be tranſlated Or. Tlüs Iiſay is 
agreed on all Sidat, an achnſequenlly dhat 
— Vau is digjuntitue, i. e. ſepe- 
rateth \vha-igoes - befure, from what doth 
follow y: And not e Doth not 
Join them lageth err... — 


rf any . 1 73 n 44: 242 2 * U 24405 AL. 
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1 Ix 1 3 

The ſecond thing v very remarkable 15 
That even they who are againſt the Cor- 
recting our Tranſlation, from And into Or, 
and :difpute- warmly againſt it. even to the 
pleading logically, in the Terms of Genus 
and Species *, yet when they come to an- 
ſwer this Qugſlion, What if the Subject com- 

ing: forth to meet Fepbtba, had been a Dog, 
on wins e, an Alf, or a Horſe, or Camel; 
ga e beia lawful Sacrifice? | 


— ene ——ů —— 2 
jects could not be ſacrificed: And that in 
this Caſe, the Vu muſt be fo qualify as 

either not to be at all binding; or to im- 
ply thus; if it is a Subject proper to be of- 


3} 


3 it 3 & Stony 2 TOTO, 3 9720. 2 3 
jede — hich a 
the Barſd Sentiment are conftrained to make, 5 
according to the νο Remarks I have made 
do mot really amount to che giving up, or | 
yielding en Lueſtion to dhe N | 
e W d% "IE = Izv N * Sie. 


Aue ar bung A zelgzim „ eee e 


i e. They own, if che Fow did concern Things of 
k pl cans Species, the Jan might be Piejunctive, and fignify 
Or. But oy fay, -avbttfoever "cometh "forth of the Doors of 
Hege th meet , being the Gems, which includes the. 
Species of chat which. N e & Offering uſt 
pms ag here be Aud. : 6 


i 


£41 


Side. Becauſe, 2 their ir can Oonfeſion in 


> rH Foe not 
50 but muſt hn tranſlated Or, i. e. 
when the Circumſtances make it neceſſary. 
Again, by the ſecond: Remark, they a alles 
conſtrained to on; that s Vow to 
make à burnt Offering of "harſever did come 
 fortbof bis Houſe'to meet him; muſt necef- 
2 ſo qualified, as to imply; if it is a 
Subject proper to be offered; or otherwiſe 
it could not be binding: And therefore that 
at leaſt in this Caſe, it was Digunitive; ſo 
as to ſeparate the Subjects proper to be of- 
al, from thoſe that eve ee eee 
unlawful, to be off ed” £54 $5 41 2 oh vs 
Let us here therefore pauſe a little, and 
be aſtoniſhed, to find Authors of Learning 
and good Senſe, both Jewiſb and Chriftian; 
convinced of the-Neceflity to admit, that 
this Clauſe in Fephtha's — up für. 
a burnt Offering. . 
meet him; ſhould neceſſarily imply | 
| dition, , it is a Subject gener to'le r: 
leſt ee it might include the offering 
up to God, a Swine, à Dog, or an AB, 8c, 
And e there IS be 6 ln E 
dition implied, if it proved to be his own 8 


1231 
her, chough it 125 not W # Dog or 
a Swine? Notwithſtanding that -God hath 
| expreſlly forbidden to offer to him a buman 
| Vieim, Sore! declared it to be an Abomina- 


tion to him. If any Circumſtances can 


make it neceſſary to tranſlate the parlitle 
Jau, rather Or than And; is not this a Cir- 
cumſtance that ought eminently to do it? 
If Fephtha's Vow could not include a Dog, 
or a Swine, or any Beaſt that was not pro- 
per to be ſacrificed ; how could it include a 
human Creature, his own Daughter ? Is it 
more abſurd to offer up in Sacrifice to 
God, a Daten a Swine, than to offer 
up his own Daughter, and chereby to be- 
gn dei as well a as ac." an Mo- 
mination. 4 441 PEAT ELLE 
What is ene gad, may il 2 
be enough for deciding this 2/707. * Br 
it has been rendered ſo intricate by the! bun 
ful and laborious: Pleading of learned Men, 
chat for clearing it up, it is neceſſary to 07 
mit nothing of any ee, thank is 0 . 
Nr on all Srges. © Bali 
I ſhall begin with the e that -are 
pee by thoſe of the harſh Sentiment, 
who think Jephüba's V did bind him to 
ſeacrifice his Daughter; or at leaſt that 
be did himſelf ſo underſtand it; and cab 
Mean | Ta, cordingly | 
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Oe They chink the Words in which „ 
Iz, conseived, are to be ſa underſtood, | 

SR ED Reaſon of all the cc 
chat relate either to 


ſhall be firſt» 1246: 


* * 
- * 
— 
on — 
* 
& * 
pu 
[ 
* 4 * _ 
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4 * 


it rm Dug je nd ftateil-ihivin, 
God a buman Sacrifice; be- 
8 — 


4 * 
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| 2 Prince, and a holy religious Man, 


1 ' 
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 nifeſt; that he was not only a brate expert 
Captain; but alſo a wiſe, well accompliſhed - 


to thoſe of the mild and abaritablie 
Side an unanſwerable Argument t0,convince 
that the Teut under our View, ought never 
r to the harſh Sen- 
et when it may ſo well be tranſlated 
| der. Let his Charadtct. there- 
examined and ſifted, às 
as the Holy Scripture has afforded Light to 
diſcoverats. t to vat: Us 10 FP; er 
They of the harſh Sentiment ſay, His E. 


 ducation was/in-a'Time of great Iznoranc | 


but abe worſo foe: | that) by che En 1 
and Hatred of een Brethrengothe Sens 
of his Father, he was obliged:to abarden 
his own Country; when young; being the 
2 of an are, _ there 
T 
10 doe ll in ub Land o, Job, where he be- 
the Captain of vain Men, ae 
gathered. io bim. And ſo being a military 
Man; had paſſed His: young pl Rn 
— Ndolntfous: e and in bad Cot 
3 think his We W - 
kee cr Goa, and his — Rudeneſs; 


- met | | N and 


— 


# 


pariicuteely: among the © ices: | ein 
whom he was going to fight;  occaſio 
his raſb Low, and his tenacious Adherence 
do it, ſo as inflexibly and unnatu 
well as impiouſſy, to enecute it _ his i ins 
nocent Daughter. 11 31 A I \ 3 

In Anſwer to gin rn may: be juftly - 
ed on rp mild and charitable Side, 


as followeth. - 811 2 r 2 SY FA a 8103 A 
Firſt, That all they of the harſh: Senti- 


ment, whe! think rem proceeded fom 
Div eie, are thereby preclude 


2 pleading in this Manner. Beeauſo/if 1 


rc "BEL 


ed. from the Spirit of God, it 
could not be the Effect of f 
' Rudeneſs and Barbarity; nor in — 
tion ohe n * of the Pa- 


4 
* 


- 


gan Idolators. COWS 


*. Secondly; They 1 think Phineas. the 
High Pri was then ſtill alive, aun ** 
Prieſthood attending tlie Sant 


and che Santedrim Utting, have no Claim ta 
uſe a great Part of the foregoing Pleading 


and this is the Opinion of moſt of thoſe of 


the harſh Sentiment: Becauſe altho it may 5 


be allowed that there was then among the 
. Corruption and Def 


n 


5 


Uo 1112.1 1 
from the true Worſhip of God yet . 
muſt own, chat this was not from the being 
deſtitute of the Means, of Inſtruction. And, 
therefore, at leaſt, at Fephrha's Return into 

his own Country, he did not Want the Op- 
55 portunity of, being inſtructed. both con- 
5 2 his V. 7ow, and the executing it. And 
his doth very much abatg the e of the! 
” —— Heading, 6 | 
Ck bor hex are ie 1 

in cha 


from t 


„ TS..cA > 


wn 28, 4 he is to. own, a that he: 
d in the lau; yea, in 4 nice ont. 
8 of, itz and cheref 
of the plain: Lau 

buman e N 85 

Sephtha Was an ignorant and rude Nan; t, 
gar falſe ; Whatever his Education Was. 
For by what is related of him, in the ſhort, 
Hiſtory, of the xith and Xiith Chapters,of; on 
this Bock of Judges, it is ma ifeſt;, that he 
was not only a brave and gzpert: Captain, 
but alſo a very prudent, polite. and well 


accompliſhed. Frince: And not only . 
. ĩ ͤ Senn 


| | v5 : hat he Was A MR Wer religious, 
c anch 


N _ 
5” I $7 . 


63 5 (128 J 
5 aud pious Plince, raiſed I 
. only to deliver Ifruel from the Oppreſſion * 
= - of their Enemies; but a to rule, dived,” 
C7: e- in” adhering the 
- religious ant true Worlhip-'© | 
bete cane, a ene e : 
8 prove, conſiſts of two Branches. The firſt, 
: That he was a very prudent, polite and 
well gecom liſhed Prince. And the fewt. 
cond, That He was a virtuous; pious Prince, 
raiſed up 5 God, p e of the d His 


n I e ligious' 
and true Worthip of God: 2 (12 ee e&77 


1 x  . According to gur T itn, tis Mo | 
Zongh, fignifies alſo a Strang, er ene of 
a frage Country: ; ſo it feems, the-v 
. of any Tribe of —— Ar 
| clans, ſuch who were” bot 
— Io, ey oder . 
: . 5. | * 
„ Frs Fa CO ie Wile a . COON 


toads into ſuch adjacen 


1 eee 
law dont; if he had been à af Baſtard 
| Juſephns ſaym his Mother was a Wite whom 
his Fatber loved. The Mien dut refoited 
to him; and followerl him as their Captain; 
tic in dur Trayflatren called vin A, But 
the original Werd-Nabim, ihay allo fighify = 
por or . 
Dewd hem he fed fon 1 
4 Sam. Aki 2: And net Preb 
gr and profiigate N as the 2 1 
dt An, Jadg. ir 4. The- Volga? 
Latin rinkes theme Robbers} withqur any 
2 and Grit foil dba Ee 
4 De Jure Nil et Paris; L. * 0 0! $'$9i 
bo Theis Mien ad hetained'ts Hind for their 
| Ltibbiſtance, and wits ten he made In- 


| Enemies to Ig, and Hred by his Send, 
upon the Spoil, as Davis dd of whom = 
chere id no Ground te fay, be Was either | 
bad Man; be rude and t a g BY 
But chat Re as a witer Peter auch en 5 
9 pry . Branches et Points Hum halls | 
Kiſs: ib mnie poem the — | 


t Countries ad wers 


5 * 20 1 
tained them in their Duty, it was aial ſor 
the Iraelites tu forſake God: and in his de- 
| ſerved: Auger, be uſed to-gire them up te 
not only the Tribes on the Eaſt Side of 
Jorden, Hut os eee e r wer 
vn fore ppreſed, and they' cryed unto 'the | 
| Lord, anf their fn. - Au iſe God uſt 
braided them, yet when they perſevered in 


crying to him, putting auay their ftrange 
Goas, he pitied them. The Ammonites had 


encamped in Gilead.” Sometimes the whole 
Poſſeſſion on the eaſt Side of Jordan, be- 
longing to the Tribes of Reuben and Cu 
and; the half Tribe of Manaſſeb, had tie 
Name of Gilead, as in Joſh. xxii. But 
ſtrictly: Gilead, viz. that City and adjacent 
Country, that was a Poſlafiien: ef the buff 
: Tribe. I  Manaſſeh. of EY 1 * 
The Jſraehtes,. Hef vt Jogger to 
8 9 the Oppreſſion, aſſembled and encamp- 
| Ks op It is manifeſt by the Hiſ- 

v. that none elſe Pete en Gileadites af» 
£ and en (1d geb. Bot 
vor them: were theres ris uncertain; iv» 
| a RI pr ons mentioned. - 
? "IDEs as." * 


n 27 +; 1 
fiken ee likely that by the IRuelitus, 5 = 
|, gathered and ene at Miſpobp the ff 
Tribe of Mangſeb' is chiefly to be Wa; 
fibod,>with ſorhe” Aſſiſtance from b 5 
Tribes, their next adjacent Neighbours: B JET 
they: wanted a' ſufficient Leader. "ices 
fore the Princes and People” of that 54) 
Tribe of Mindſſeh in which the City of Gi- "MY 
lead lay, Who were more immediately Wo, 
the: Calamity, -'Tefit into 25 toTetch JB . 
tba to be their Leader, as à Man of Ce 
duct and mighty Yolowr| If there Were 
alſo of the Prihces and Peopleef W. = I 
and Gad with theni; it is not mentoned: — 
When de Meſläge came tc Nplebe, Be 
expoſtulated that dh they came c Hir i n 
Sin Dieb wenn befor: e bad Babefi 
and expelled But the -Eldtre” 5 Gilead tt 
that were ſem 10 hilh paciſieck im by e 
lemnly ſtipulating and ebbehaf with . 
him; that if God did give him the Vie 
tory over the Children ef Am he Gould | 
not only be now their Captain, but theft 
ual” Head: Then, and net all them, 
ent Yepbrbo"withr them ee ce Camp'at 
Miß. And there he obtaied alf thit | 
was before: ſtipolkted in Ta Wich the E. 
ders, 


s 5 eb 


oi 


I 


to be fem mW — Gerke * 1 


(22 1 
. waer the Lord. Thu far we fee hs 
t. Man-. od 
Ihen he eſſage to the King 
'# CE ES in the Sqile 
F nr Dez 


&?) And 'whe ver. Hall read, and 
duly confic „ che Anſwer of the King or 
* Amon; and Jephtha's handſome Reply; 
_ will Joon be convinced, that he was pos. 
Lite and prudent Prince; well ſkilled: in tho 
Hiſtory "of - his Country for thrre chute 
dred Years back 3 and: how) to frame his 
Debate, for the Rights of h People, 46th 
the proper ,'Fopicks, both of lawful'Cons 
queſt and Preſcription: ; a, well as by itHe 
Donation of God. Plcadibg that the CC 
0 n n Anme, had 
dit before Mo en | 


Leatt ny» = eee 9 "of" 0 | 


2 3 FRE Ever 73 


[ 231 
Gen in our modern a polite 
Times, it is not N Prince, "OP 
rf hi Gun, — 
And-no Prince bn Earth could plead hs 
Cauſe mere handfomely in ſo feꝗ Words. 
Though a eniriikee Princes; (gt: Ban Man 
wind be eee 
War, notwithſtanding the Provoration by 
former mies and ſore Oppreſſion. But 
' when the King 
hearken, and ia Battle became neceſſary, h& 
| ee e to act the Part of a yaliant Cap- | 
 Deliverer, of his People. | ter 
all in well confidered, will any body 
pretend to ſay, Fepbtha was 2'rude; igne- 
rant Man? Or was it pofliblethe:could tead 
the Hiſtry of his own Nation, with avhich 
che Laws ef Moſes, relating 6 kis Reli 
Non, are Interwoveh, and et be gibi 
of che plain and cpreſt Le forbidding 
Aunun Sucmſas and declaug tem an 
Abemination 46 God? What is hitherto 
mentioned, was all tranſacted before: he 
pit of ahe Lard came pot him ant fure- 
* Snort, who we ſee was befbre, 10 ; 
Kms aa and * "ou 


— 


of the Ammouites would not 53 


| _ to. vindicated him from fuch an ndeſer 
Aſperſion. But dhe eminent Litre of his 


L241 


5 45 * to the Proofs of his Wiſdom | 


and Conductafforded:in the following xuth 
chapter: For by what is ſaid, it is more 


| han ſufficiently manifeſt, that they © the 


barſb Sentiment have little Reaſon to plead 


from his Character, as if he was a barba> 
raus, lavage Ignorant. i For his true Cha- 
ractetr is ſo far from ſerving their Purpoſe, 
at it quite deſtroys it; and affords a cons 
vineing Proof for the other Side. It is 


3 * to find it it pleaded to his Diſgrace: 


But more amazing, that ſo far as is poſſi» 
ble for me to ſearch, no body has n 


true Character will be more n ä 


by4 proceeding $07 n 


The ſecond. Branch 3 ah T- am 


| 4 to eſtabliſh, viz. Relating to his Pro- 
bity and Piety. And indeed the Characr 
ter given him by the Spirit of God in the 
e, proves he was a Man of 

cminent Faith and FProbity, a. nt on a 
and pious enn e all contradiction, 
* . $23; 350: RPE wens IL * 
o Heb. XI. 31, 34; add 34. Where he, isrank- - 
with the moſt eminently Faithful and 
ious.— 25 e * 2 * 


Holy Scrip 


c given him, in 


{ 


=): | 
2 — fail toctell of Bilan de of 
Barak; f Sampſon” and of | Jephtha, of Da- 
vid alſo, and gf | Samuel, and of the Pro- 


Pbetr; Whew: through fue Jubdued” ing 
eee nb eee 


lien. What more can be deſired to eſta- 


bliſs the beantiful. Character af a Man 


eminently: faithful, virtuous) and religious? 


| 21 know they of the harſh gemi meim anſe 
aha it is not his Yow, nö the fulfil» 
ling it; but only his Faith that is here com 


mended. But, what Notion can they fr 
anſwer d have of the Fuith that God will 
nd? Can any Fuitb be 


accept; and 0 min e1 
b bur that ) which) works by Lobe, which 
| Putin dhe Heart, and in the nen. 
vields the fruirs 


: "Holineſs Virtus au Obedienchs And 40 . 

they not expreſſiy read theſe Words in tlie 
mann eee gives of J 8 

ouſt >iAnd . would they — N 

Vet in this ſame xitk of the Febrews, there 

s more Verſe 39% 1 10:35 ſaid of him, . 


| well as all thoſe with whom bie is ranked. 
aul theſe all baving obtained u good r, 
* rough Faith, &. Ought 


Valiant in 


not his to have | | 
ated” them. i in „ * have raiſed 


up 


Mr 


=! 

upon him à Report ſo vile and n 
and to ſtare in the Face of all that ſtill 
make ſo bold with his Character? We- 
ther ſhall we take Yephtha's:Charafer, from 
the Spirit of God hirnſelf, in his Holy ard, 
or from them upon the Credit of ep, 
and thoſe b and Cin Authors, 
| who have bern led by him into the filme 


Shunt fob ehe, Vos and his Onde 
in the milder: Way, and | agreeably : to the 


: — e eee, en wen ee wn 


| the veoh dare. at. era, 7 


: the oY his Wande ae: eee. 
„ Fray yy — axtill Sandel id 
te Profibets/ — — 


bmw ivwasn f T beocra 


f — ade 2 — — 
tha was one of thei Judges in/that-Space, 
of whom 1 r 


0 
0 


ts. 


ey ne ee Hand; 0o-weee only wail} | 


ed up by the People: But God gave them: 
c is confirmed in 1 Sam. Xii. I. n 
debe ford font Yerabhadl (i. e. Gideon) 
Beaan, um *Fephoba, and Sumul to deliver; 
kart „ 


2 5 


ielany ef the” Nations char Harrell 


themniy Ind Frere given up to the 
n M their” Bnemies; k is Nic, 
Wewer nzeleſt abt Lond raijed i Naage. teließ 
CCC ²˙ out of" the bands of theſe" hat 
failed the minaxe 4660 uten the Lord raiſed 
Fadgrs, - then" izhe © Loru wer wh ae Full 
mu dblivered ubem aur off "the "hands of” "help 
aui Wl the dps gf the "Sf de 


bred eee nbc 


g bel, "thr ebncut 60 e. 
12 e bliſh 


mow ts. aj ew the Full rb, tle 


I... 


; | = ms Sam. xu1;. II. VIZ. God gave them Judę 83 


+: 28 TY | 
bug Jeplubu's — as a virtubu and 
religious Prince. 311 0 te: 
As firſt. Whatis fad by ee ot in 


andthe Lord. ſent them ; is here twice con- 
firmed. - The Lord raiſed ap Judges: And 
again, When abe Lord raiſed up Judges. By 
which ie nent! that; ming this They 
| 1 St. Paul e their Judges 
were ſuch at. G gave them, as the Lord 
ſent; and, God raiſed up. And throughout 
the Book of Judges, the Manner how. God 
gave, font, and raiſed up, dra of ham te 5 
ee and: eee ie 
! l. No we are ſure of *© 
-expreſily ſaid, and Yep tha judged: ir nol oor 
Nars. Judg. xi. . and confirmed in 1 Sam. 
xi. 11. And this is more than à Preſump- 
tion in favour of his religious Probity; that fie 
d's Choice to be Fudge of Iſrael; 
for neither St. Paul, nor 1 Sam. Xii. 11, nor 
the Verſes we are now condidering, \make 
any Exception as to Fepbiba. 
King Saul was by God's Clarion advent | 
1 be a King; and yet he was a bad Man. 
I anſwer; that his being God's Choice, 
5 a us 8 was no bad Man v 


: „ 
God chuſed him, though he afterwards den 
rer But the Yow of Fephtha, and the 
fulfilling it, were made at his kerle Promotion; | 
PT e e Fut e . e 
Notwithſtanding the Authority of St. Pr, # 
condirenied in 1 Sam. xii. 11. and in the. 
Verſes: cited from Judg. ii. perhaps it may 
be faid, —— Photon i 
the Princes and Elders of Gilead ; becauſe 
they went to the Land of Tos to invite 
him, and covenanted with him, that he 
ſhould be their Head. I anfwer; that al- 
though this might make him Head among 
the Princes of the half Tribe of Manafſeb; 
which ſtrictly is Gilead: And even when. 
he came to the Camp at Miſpeb, and had 
this confirmed. although both the Tribes of 
Reuben and Cad had concurted; all this 
could not make him the Judge of Muel: 
But only bead f Gilead; though including 
alſo theſe vo Tribes, as is wharilfelt by com- 
g the laſt Verſe of Judg. x. Wik ale 
8th and-gth Verſes of Judg. xi. OD... 
However, as ſoon as he became « Hehe al 
mong the Princes of Gilead, this ſufficient- 
ly impowered him to ſend his memorable 
r e to > the King of Ammon, who then 
| encamped with his Army in Galkad. 
8 But we muſt look out for- his Promotion 


4 {> 
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of che four Eredar eee ee 


of Samuel, the Lord ſent theis; and: of 'wehom 
mit is n eie. char the Lend aui 


Wa Religion, and the Worſhip 


1 f 36 
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male may not be D Dedicatdd, as well as a 
5 Male ; "and's . as well s/n Widow; 


. Hint did attend the not being given in Mar- 
kige; ſyrely "the Inſtances of a vowed Vir. 
Pity, "muſt * haye been rare in the Old 
Teftanient. But among the JewiſbFem 
that braced cane, Reaſon K. 
; the 


| HS 


* 


790 1 3 
che Reproach was ceaſed. And in Ac Al. 

we find four Virgin Siſters were Proph8© 

teſſes che Daughters of P hing (fuppoſed- 


to de the Deacon) we are not indeed told, 
chey'had been Deivted'; bat ie ie" 
there v fach; ver Pear m hs K „ 
church. And from 1 Cor! Vi, 1: it'is m 
dee _— 


. - * a 
| 8. 


r 


pt 11 x 
pike e een VOY 75 there 25 8 
wh: kept the Celibacy:” ; . 5 
Jab, „Filer 2 5 y e 


c find tio? Law bo the wen Nation, to „ 
utting up of Females Fel „ 
8 Society of Men; MW | 
. e de nie it practiced b. „„ 

75 When the ien 2 
unto the B. ay of their „5 


* 


may is edn e er Th. 3 „ 
ok, that the remained Deſolate. 2 sen. 
it. « this is Confirmed Gal. W.! WS * 
Anna the Propheteſs, had Se 


5 . „ 
berſelf from the World, a Widew of about. 1 
fpreſcore and four Years, who departed not from 25 
* — but * God" 11h foftings aun 


proyers 


5 ba PTY 
* Nee bend Ns e 


| be a, Of ſuch M 
that Exod. xxxviii. 8. and) x Sam. Fa 
are underſtood. And the in che 
Jewiſb Antiquities inform. us, that tho the 
make fee eee 11 — 


krong en And — ab ſhould. oa 
this to be the manner of fulfilling Jephtha's 
Few? As: to. the, modern Monaftick Life; 
tho they may have proved Nuzſeriesof . 
morality. by grofs and ſcandalous Abuſes, 
Finite Hnglc ite. 
Japbibas Da ht „ de and 
&cluded not, only from the World, but eren 
from theVirgins her Companions, except four 
Hays. in a Year, to be conſtantly imployed 
| N and Holy Meditation; hath no- 
thing 1 in it. reſembling the Menaftich Life... 
In the times of primitive Chriſtianity, the 
belt Abceri cis, were true Monaſticks, Who 


8 in the heat of Perſecution, bad retired into 


N Deſerts, where. they lived. alone, (as, the 
5 Tarn: eee e in ſevere, abſti- 


nence, 


5 j is 
„ $44 "F- 3 
F * 


2 59 J 
nence, and ſelf-denial, 3 ayer; 
and Holy Meditation. They were Eminent 
Saints. And as often as they returned to 
viſit the adjacent Cities, they were rare Ex- 
amples of e and trug ER: * 


Pk them. And ow: — 9 
bulent, —— Zealots 5 Autho- 
rity over all Eccleſiaſtical. Rulers 5, and of. 
ten ta Exerciſe a bloody Violence. 
In abe the Mutiplying 8 
riching; of Abbey s, Meonaftary's, Diners 
Ae e Se ninar 1 .of Ialenefs, and | 
 Fulneſs , of Bread, and thoſe impurities that 
are the Natural | Conſequences. - If a few 
Perſons of true: Picty did retire from the 
World, dedicating themſelves to God, and 
Aſſociate in joining Labour and Abſtinence 
to their Devotion; they might mutually 
improve, and inflame the Piety of each 
other. But when Idleneſs, Plenty, Riches, 
and Luxury, enter; all muſt ſoon degene- 
e an ee and ame Practices. 


* 
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gs are nete, they 
A Jews | the Schools of the Pro- 
bets,” their Nazavites their Rechabites and 
Eſſenes, were Excellent Inſtitutions. Where 
as the Rowifh Monafteries, &c. (it is ſaid) 
have proved the Reverſe. However; 
cher they be Good, or Bed, Ufeful, Cn: 
ful to Religion; yet their very Iniftivu * 
on, and aſſociated Life, is fo oppoſite 
the Caſe of one ſingle Rerluſt Virgin: wh 
vas the Caſe of Yephrha's Daughter; that 
the admitting of the One; can never-give 
Countenance to the Other. 1 da 220 N 
̃ pe ſeventh and laſt Argument in favour 
E barſh Sentiment, is: "That by cohſi- 
dering the Vote, as binding Jpbrba to make 
His Daughter a burxt Offering, or at leaſt to 
Stay her, an excellent Type is afforded; of . 
God the Father giving his only Sour to bean 
Sacrifice for our Redemption.” 
It is manifeſt that none can Ned 
plead this Argument, who Cenſure and Con- 
demn the Vote, as Raſh, and the fulfilling it, 
45 highly ſinful; becauſe in that Caſe, to 
make it a Type, would diſparage the Divine 
bsc But becauſe I have obſerved this 
5 Argument pleaded by two Authors, who 
wink 2880 8 Vu, and dhe fulfilling of 


it, 


. 


7X 11 3 

it, did all along proceed fram Divine: In- N 
ſpiration. gf briefly. . PF „ Mal 
Anſwer. That the Holy. Si give 
no Countenance to any ſuch Type ; but on 
the Contrary, do expreſlly - prohibit the 
| Shedding of innocent Blood; and declare a 
Human Sacrifice to be an Abomination un- 

to God. The Shedding of innocent Blood, 
defiles a Land: Our bleſſed Saviour came 
to purify and cleanſe. A human Sacrifice 
1 an Abomination to God: - Jeſus Chriſt is 
lit belbved Son; in whom be is well pleaſed. 
That which defiles 4 Land, and is a Abo- 
mination to God; is a manifeſt Contradiction 
to the pure and holy Nature of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt: And therefore can never be 
an Emblem, or proper Type of e e 
any thing that, relates to him. N 
28: Gene ix. 5, 6. Niitb4, XXV. 33. 
Dea, i. 0 ar | Deut. * fe, * 


14, 13. ; 413 | 
In the vn foregoing 1 fs, 1 ho | 
d every thing that 


i elend Wan n Favautets df the, Lene 


Sentiment, | concealing nothing worthy of 
Notice. And for the more full * Fl | 
Fadiryclearing of the whole Subject; I now = 

proceed to lay together, what is pleaded by 35 


| thoſe f the more mild * eiu Side. 
10 | . _ Oo 35 


— 


[8 ] 
Andall along I ſhall eonfider the Exceptions | 
that are made againſt TY 95 thoſe on 0 
_ RE: (TONE INE 


be ene 0. wy ener the 
5 . more NN and. C en Sentiment. 


Their firſt eps is, this ”_ TY 
all the Hebrew Lexicons, but alſo thoſe of 
che barſb' Sentiment, do themfelves allow, 
chat the ' hebrew particle Vau, muſt ſome- 
tines be tranſlated Or, rather than 41:4 
As alfo that the Word Lethannoth, may be 
_ tranſlated” 70 talk with, or to comfort,” or 
praiſe ber, as properly as to lament ber. And 
not only ſo, but when the Qugſtion is aſked, 
What if a Dog, or a Swine, or any living 
Creature which could not be offered in Sa- 
crifice, had firſt come forth to meet Jepb- 
tha? They do all unanimouſly. own, that 
in ſuch Caſe the Yow could not bind to ſa- 
erifice them: Becauſe in fuch Caſe the Of- 
2 would have been ahſurd, and odious 
to God. 'Fherefore certainly the Vo could 
fur leſs bind to offer a human Creature in 
Sacriſter; becauſe this is incomparably more 
abſurd and abominable to God. For this it 
is, that umu, who retains the Tranſlation 


0 — 5 Farticle Vai into . with _ 
"004 | „„ 


7 


1 631 
of the harſh Sentiment; doth yet affirm with | 
thoſe of the milder Side, that the Vom could 
not bind Fephthe' to facrifice his Daughter. 
And makes the Vow of a burnt Offering, 


- neceſſarily to imply this Conditiqn 5 00 1b ts 1 5 


a Subject proper to be Jo offered. 

I ought not to omit the Remarking here, 
that the Tran/latirs of the Bible, have oe 

lefsly contributed (though without any bad 
Deſign) to embarraſs this Paſſage of the 
Sacred Hiſtory, everi when they well knew, 
that the zoth and 40th Verſes of Judg. xi. 
might as well, according to the Rules of 
true Criticiſm, been ſo tranſlated, as to leave 
no. place of Quarrelling and dangerous Er- 
rour; or even the leaſt Handle to the in- 
ſulting Declamations of the Enemies of Di- 
vine Revelation; as is manifeſt by the Mar- 


gin of our Engliſh lo won e to ou We — 


| theſe Verdes. 
ER A ſecond Argument "of "ſic 244 hs 
milder Side, is, That even ſuppoſing Jeb 
-thato have made a raſh Vow, by which his 
Daughter was to have become a burnt Of- 

fering, yet the Law of Moſes had pre- 
{ſcribed a Priee for her Redemption. bas 
XXX Shekels of Silver. Levit. xxvii. 2, . 
By what is ſaid before, upon the Charactcts 
"of 3 it is next to ee he could 


SY Ay : - : be 
— 0 ; * \ . x 
* 1 e x E : » 


[64]. 
be ignorant chat he could 8 bis 
Daughter, at the mentioned Price: How- 
ever, let it even be ſuppoſed that he was 
himſelf fo. grofly and ſtupidly 1 gnorant; 
yet it is againſt common Senſe to imagine 
that in all gel there was none to inform 
him, that God had by Moſes preſeribed a 
Rule to extricate him, and Redeem his 
Daughter, at ſo ſmall a Price. And if there 
. was but one Perſon alive, either among the 
Priefts or the People, that had retained the 
Knowledge of this Rule; though it were 
even ſuppoſed this one Perſon had had nei- 
her ' Conſcience nor Probity to move him 
to (inform ; yet the Hope of a Reward 
from her Father, who loved her, and was 
in Te for her, muſt have f te 
9 — nor . in- 
nocent Blood; nor valued the Approbation 
and Praiſe of all the Nation; eſpecially in 
the Space of two Months that paſſed: be- 
fore the pretended barharous Execution 
There are here ſo many groſs and 1 N | 
ral Abſurdities, that fly in the Face of com- 
{mon Senſe, and yet muſt all be ſwallowed 
x Sans before it can he 1 


ing and common Senſe, n to * 
burſb Sentiment; by which they are obliged 
to break e all theſe mentioned * 
ſurdities. a iz ,01-bas 8 
Now, can any Body think it 4 fatficient ; 
Anſwer to all this; to, fay, ſuch was the 
brutal Obſtinaey of the ſavage Man, that 
de was not capable of Inflrudtion or Ad- 
vice? Or that he had a tender Conſcience 
with: regard to his raſh Vow: But no Con- 
ſcienee at all, with regard to innocent 
Blood; tho' it was of his own only Child, 
whom he dearly loved? Vet this is all they 
either pretend, or haue, to anſwer to tht | 
ente 
0 A third Argunient for. the * FIR 3 
drawn: from Deut. xi. 30, 31% where there 
is a plain, and maſt expreſs Laus againſt 
the Barbarity of a human Sacrihee, as an 
. unto! God. Now Wwe may as 
well ſuppoſe, that at this time there Was- 
| HO! „ Prieft i in Ifrael, as imagine that on this 
portant Occaſion, there was none to in- 
ſorm Jepbtba, of this plain and expreſs Law, 
= this. Argument is the more home, up- 
on thoſe of the bauſb Sentiment, that they - 
own. and allow, the Proefthood | was. jean 4 | 
| abernecle at Shiloh, and that 
| the Sarbedrime Was then n ee And [jor . 


181 


ther too, they think the high Prief Phineas 


- was then Cs Is Office it was to 


Judge ic ſuch: Vous, to inſtruct 
. and to adſove him from his "yy 


A des Hd Send: nahi; to 
- but an idle fabulous Story, more 
ahſurdly ridiculous and groſs, than any 
popiſh Legend, vin. That Jephtha a Prince, 


would not apply to Phineat the bigh Prig, 


* who could have releaſed him from his 
Vo, or appointed the Redemption of his 

Daughter, according to the Rule in Le- 
vit. xxvil. 25 3, 4. And on the other hand, 
Phineas would not go to him; becauſe 
& the Exigent upon Jepbiba ought rather to 
_ © oblige the applying to himſelf, as the 
only Perſon, that could Extricate him. 
And by the Humour and Caprice on 
boch Sides, ka Deſtiny: of the inno- 


Dude | died, white. 3 ch 

ce the one to the other. 7 But according 

<< to dome other Rob's, her Father did 
«himſelf cut her Throat, or 'Sacrifice her. 
e And that Ged puniſhed them both 
5 <Fephtha with a Palſy,” and Phineas, by 
4 kling from him, the: N ä 
This 


fol. 


iy. "hd this ene 135 55 ies 
vers no maße ſuch Stuff in his Wark, is 


: Enough to teſtify. the ſmall Credit he N ; 
mich eto e 15 55 


or to oi Parton of 3 an 5 Ts 


needs no more to canfute it 


really 


And before we offer more, it is fit to men- a 


| tion; all that the Jewiſh Authots do add fur- 


inder- 


And this ha been invented from 


. Jud: £ III. 55 . in the EY, 


1 1 


1 1 
E 
. 288 «3 
—_ . > / 
3 
8 


6 Ac. fa 


Taſer ts | Tepbtha had not. been z Man 
of Senſe, ore Commended i in Heb. xt. 55 


tber relating to it, Some of them fa y Feph- 
tha's Puniſhmen t was a Difcale, in- which 
the ſeveral Members of his Body rotted a- | 
Way, and dropped off, frccelively; "10" a9 © - 
to be buried j ak the ſeveral Cities of Gilead. | 


. . 


680 
i, "He was 2 in the Cities of Gilead, 
which in our Tran/lation is, in one of the 
Cities of Gilead; and is without doubt the 
meaning. Vet there are other Jewiſb Au- 
thors who. affirm that Phineas did releaſe 
 Fephtha' from his Yow : And that in Honour 
to him, and in Gratitude for the Delive- 
rance by him from the Oppreſſion of the 
Ammonites, his Body was after his Death, 
divided into Pieces; that ſome Part of it, 
might be buried in every City of Gilead, 
The Credit due to all theſe. contradictory 
Authorities, is much the fame. At the 
Diſtance they lived from thoſe Times, they | 
had no better Means of knowing what was 
then tranſacted, than we have now. 24 
The Jewiſh 7a argum, Or rather the Addi-_ 
tion to the Targum, as Drufius, and Mr. 
Selden, obſerve; 4 hath theſe Words; accord- 
ing to the T. ranſlation in Drufias, ' viz. 
Fuit Statutum in Ifrael, ne quis offeret | 
filium ſuum, aut filiam fuam in Holo- 
cauſtum, quemadmodum feeit Jephtha 
Galaadites; qui non interre ayit Phineam 
Sacerdotem. Quod . fi eum confuluiffet, 
potuiſſet redimere iltam æſtimatione , pecu- | 
niæ, i. e. It was a Statute in fuel, that 
none ſhould offer their Son, or their Daugh- 
Fs BY a a burnt Offering, as _ the Gi 
. | 3% + 19 NO 


1 60 1 
leadite did; * did not enquire at Phi | 
neas the Prieſt, ack, if he had conſ ulted, 
he might have redeemed her, we to 
the Eſtimation in Money. . 
The Yeruſalem Targum was | compiled f 
three. hundred Years after the comin g of 
our Saviour. The Babyloniſh 7. argum ny | 
hundred Years, after his coming. 
Learned Mr. Selden and others have „ 
ed on the ſmall Credit of: the Addition of 
the Tau: oa dh le ba 
3 Tage ur, and = bes. 4c 
Authors, conjecture, that the Fault of Phi- 
neas, in not preventing. the Slaying or 150 
crificing of Fephtha's Daughter, was the 
Cauſe 0 of - transferring. the High, Priefihood A 
from his Family, to that of Tthamar, from 
whom Eli deſcended. But theſe Canter 
tures, and all the Controverſies concerning 
the Sin and the Puniſhment of Phineas, 5 
Wich are toſſed among the Learned Au- 
thors, Fewiſh and Chriſtian,- as well as the 
Authority of the mentioned Chaldee: Para- 
Pbraſe, on the Book of Judges by Jonathan ; 
and the Targum, or rather Addition to it; 
ang the Legend of a whimſical Contraſto, 
between Fephtha and Phineas, and whatever 
relates to it ; are all of them together, moſt 
op, diffi ipated, baffled, and filenced, by 
F this. 


n 


5 J. 
this one ett and» recinifeſt Obſervatioh, 
viz. That Phineas 2 not be alle WY 


$5 © 4.4 


n 


"kit Ex 1 6 25 we 60 ne way 
| bien before the Iſraelir, res came out of E. 
: In Numb, xxv, He flew im 
and Of, for which God did d applaud and , 
reward his Zeal. 70 Thy Numb. Xxxi. we find 
Miſes ſending him along with an Army 
againſt the NMidianitet; in which Exped 
tion, five. "Kings of Milan, and Balaum 
Were Slain 1 nd withal,” in that Expe di- 
tion he was ſent with che baly Tnftrimonts, 
by Which i manifeſt, we was in the 
 Priefly Office, into which none under th 
"Years conld eflter. But accounting from 
ite time of bis Nativi 755 Hr, he muſt 
att leaft Ke been of tity Pars, wen 
" Moſes died. And: as above three 
"Hundred. had he been alive till the ine of 
17 75 Pow. They who can imagine a 
hing fe incredible of any Man, after the 
days * Moſes, Bay be abuſed by any Im- 
* poſtor. 8 They hula at leaſt need to habe 
better Voucher for it, than the mentioned 
alabe Parapbraſe, or Targum, and ſome 
Fn 3 Rabies. Tf the learned modern 
1 | | ee | 


(7), 
Authors who panning to account for Jepb 
 the's ſlaying. or factificing his Daughter, by 
; g the Blame on Plineas, had been a- 
wats wo this Obſervation ; they would ne- 
ver had dong ſo. Yet theſe fabulous Stories, 
and the falſe; Aﬀertion of Fephtha's Ignor | 
rance, and ſavage, obſtinate ( 140 > 
they have to Anſwer to the third Argument, 
on Which. I one infted, nem Done. : 
inge .. wi{i0 
They who W that he Gow lat 8 | 
ters of the Book of Judges are en ; 
_ and relate to times long before the Days of 
Jepbtba; will not here object, that Phineas is 
mentioned as ſtill alive in the xxth Chapter 
of that Book. This is one of the chief Rea- 
ſons that make this miſplacing manifeſt. 
certainly it is miſplacing that has 
all the mentioned fabulous Taler in he ew. 
iſh Authors. It Mars n chan (aha ay 
— ſhould b aer ſ ahem 6th 5 
are, into Error, by their fond Attachment 
5 to the Rabbinical Le 1 ning. 5 1 n NO 5 : 
A A fourth Argument in fayour of the miMl 
Jeniasenr, is taken from che bewailing. ber 
Virginity : And not a Word of bewaihing a 
violent and untimely Death. If a violent 


Pre 1 Dau had been | he Caſe; 


. +> : 
** 9 5 —— . * 
0 N * * 


1721 
no body will ſay it was not a Thing more 
to be bewailed. Again; after the wo 
Months be wai ling, when ſhe returned again 

to her Father, it is not ſaid, he did either 

Slay or Sacrifice her: But he did unto her 
 aecording to bis Vow. And what this was, 
is explained, in the next following Words, 
in the ſame Verſe 39th. ' And ſie knew no 
Man. Theſe two; The bewailing ber Vir. 
ginity: And ſhe knew no Man : Being join 


ed together, do plainly intimate, that 'the 


Vow was fulfilled, by her perpetual Virgi- 
nity, and the being ſeperated from the 
World, and all Converſation with Man, as 
a recluſe Virgin intirely dedicated unto 
God, to lead a Life of Holineſs and m 
Devotion, free from every worldlyAvocation 
or Enticement. And this clears up the 
whale? ; and frees the Minds of 
_ candid Men, from the Horror that attends 
5 the harſh Sentiment. Eſpecially ſeeing there 
is nothing in the Words of the Vo, accord- 
ing to the Hebrew Text, that makes it ne- 

| geſſary to Interpret them, in dhe ther in- 

damen and barbarous Senſt, 2 
A fifth Argument of the lle Bidey: is 
i from the 7wo Months reſpite, which 
the Daughter obtained, 70 go up, and down, 
upon the ee ber . 
. ts "Tho 


3 


5 1 73 3 
The preſerving of Life is ſo natural 1 
kind; eſpecially from a violent Death; that 
even when it is in danger for Righteouſneſs 
ſake, and of beiſig taken away by Martyr- 
dom for the Chriſtian Faith; we are per- 
mitted and adviſed at leaſt, if not com- 
manded, to fly from one City to another. And 
therefore, if a violent Death had been in 
proſpect; can we imagine, that either a Fa- 
ther ſo brutal as theſe Authors paint him, 
would allow her to go and range p and 
down, on. the Mountains for the ſpace of tano 
'Months, at her own freedom? Or that the 
and the Virgins her. Companions, would 
neglect to improve that Time, and the eaſy 
Ms Pg ae 3 for. making her Eſcape ? Eſ- 
pecially { ecing there could be no want of 
Aſſiſtance to reſcue a Virgin, i innocent, vir- 
tuous, and ſo eminent, and that all the 
World about her, would be as ready to help 


1 to this, as be Virgins her Fellows. When 5 


the Life of Jonathan was in Danger by the 
raſh Oath of his Father King Saul; the Peo- 
ple reſcued him, and did not ſuffer che King 
his Father to take his Life. 1 Sam. xiv. But 


we are not told of ſo much as one that in- 5 


terpoſed to ſolicite or mediate, to ſaye her © 1 
innocent Life. In the Caſe of Jonathan, 
m was done a in an n and avowed 


ner: 2 


t 


f Walmer: FROM there was no danger of pro- 
voking Jepbrba by privately conveying! her 
away. Vea further, if the Father had been 
_ bent upon the unnatural Murder of 
octrit Daughter, whom at the ſame 
paſſionately loved; yet in the 
Ppace of 9 Anths, could natural Affecti- 
on fall to Work and to open his Ear and 
Mind to wholſome Counſel ? Or could” the 
Iafluenee of the Mother in ſo long a time 
harre ho Effect Every Circumſtance here, 
plead werable Arguments; inſomuch, 
that it is againſt common A . 8 
the foregving Pleading. ai 


1 A La eee att we 56) ent. 


Pint, ls: That this was a Religions Vow, 
tale from à Conviction; that the Victory 
| over: the "Etiewy, depended: mtifely upon 
God as is mianife eee 
be binding, if God did give the Victor) 
And who kan imagine that God Sad lay 
befote abe e eee ſore- 


Victor) ds od * ition/ of -his be- 
Me fo Peper, made a Vaw, to ſhed the 
immocent Blood of his 6wn Baughter, and : 
0 v offer Py — Ni the Abomination of 


2 


£333. 5 
5 ee  Satrifice? ?' Would got this "have 
been an enſnaring Temptation to all 1 
People of Jaz), to gs the like a- 


] Kelnthath Wicked 3 ? The 8 the 
religious bib, befdre he marched out to 
ght the Enemy, is a Proof of the Man's 

ki tho he had not the great 8 1 

given him in Heb. xi. The Succels folloy 5 

ing did eminently teſtify. God's Approbatt | Le 
on both of his Piey, and his 7 o, If the 
Countenance given to the You ow, by To em 
nent a Succeſs, is conſidered; 5 — can think 
the Yow itſelf was ' hainouſly impious? Ef 
| pecially when it is ſo manifeſtly capable of : ” 
a more favourable Interpretation. . 
3 ſeyench Argument againſt che harſh e 
Sentiment, is taken from the Cuc 1mf inge . 

of . Time, in which this whole Affair Was 
; ante ed. It was fadly uſual. for the Peo- 

p ple of Haael, upon the Death of the Judg +. 

7 3 55 God had raiſed up. to deliver them 

oy from their Enemies, and keep them in their . 
Duty; Kill to forlake God, to follow after - 

Idols, and corrupt 1 ee And there- | 

upon. God did orlake them, and g gave them 

up to fall under the Yoke and Oppreſſion VVV 

* thoſe Nations whoſe Idols they had fol- . 

| "lowed after. And „ a s had „„ 

been their Caſe for eighteen Years ; gr, 3 

ing 


ing under the Yoke of Eg Ammonites,. in a 
cruel Oppreſſion. Their Affliction had 
brought them to a Senſe of the Evil of their 
Ways, which they well knew. to be the 
Cauſe of their Calamity. They cried unto 
the Lord for Relief, and God ſeemed to re- 
5 1255 them; upbraicing their Defection and 
ſtacy; and bidding them cry to their 
| 18 they had worſhipped. And this bum- 
bled 6 exceedin ngly,. oy perſevered i in 
their Repentande, 2 their Hrange | 
Gods, and ' ſerved the e And bis Soul a Was 
grieved for the M. ;ſery of Vrael. And in this 
 fituation God had by Fephtha given them an 
eminent Deliverance. Now, how can this 
Joo of Jephtha, and the execrable fulfil- 
| ing of i i in the Senſe to which they of the 
barſs Sentiment expound it, agree with this 
Situation, of a Nation fo recently returned 
upto, their Duty and Obedience toGod, and 
on that Account proſpered with fo ſignal a 

| "Deliverance? AY, by the veryPerſog whom 

- God had made the Inſtrument of their de- 
liverance, to murder the Innocent, and offer 
up a human Sacrifice: And the barbarous 
Execution of this, to be the very firſt ſolemn 
Act, after their Deliverance, as a T eſtimony 
of their Gratitude. * A Yow by which a Fa- 
ther" had bound 2 55 to the Murdering 
wr f 


EE 


8 of his own innocent Daughter. 111 is to no 
purpoſe, to ſay here, that Jephiba did not 
know it was to fall upon his o.-n Daugh- 
ter. For firſt, did not God know it.? 
Secondly, They own and affir m he had a 
human Sacrifice in his View. And this is 
the moſt atrocious Part in the Aomination. 

An eighth Argument againſt the harſh Sen- 
Timent, is taken from the Character of Jeph-. 
tba, as it has been above eſtabliſhed by the 
Authority and Teſtimony of the hy Scrip- 
tures. By which it is manifeſt, that he was 
a wiſe, well accompliſhed, virtuous and 
pious Prince: One of theſe Judges given and . 
raiſed up by God not only to deliver; Iſrael 
from the Oppreſſion of their Enemies; but 


* by his Authority and good Example, 


to keep them in the due Obedience to God, 


and reſtrain them from all the hainous Guilt, 
and enormous Wickedneſs, by which God 
was uſually provoked to abandon and for- 


ſake them. The execrable Vo]. and he. 
barbarous Abominetion: of fulfilling it, as by 
them repreſented; , is abſolutely: inconſiſtent 


wich the rrue and genuine Charatter of Feph- 


tha; as the holy Scriptures baue diſplayed. it. ö 


Had he been hurried by human Frailty, in- 


to ſome Act of hainous Guilt, through 9 | 
violence of a ſudden. TeropjaBen, 8 Sant. | 


FOX I 


* 


: WET) 
Fr foe We o hide, his Shame as 
Terror MO Parr a8 dhe bel of Men 
may be ſometimes overtaken; there might 

be ſome Apology of Extenuation pleaded ; 
anda ſpeedy and ſolemn Repentance .could 


_ obtain Forgiveneſs, reſtore. to Diving Fa- 
vour, and wipe away the Stain. But the 


| defiberate'Butchery; and inhuman Murder 
of e innocent be in 1 


7 1 


| Comp . 
4 yp eg act of religious Flex: How 
can al this be reconelled with the C 5 
4 zen by che irit- of God himſelß. of 
whoſe Fart and Righteouſneſs, is not 
baſs highly commended, but expreſſſy pro- 
poked to Chr 8. as a pattern for. their 
Imitation? Heb. xi. And ſeeing: this paſ- 
age or tis Hiſtory'in the Words of the' bo 
Scripture, that relate it, may ſo eaſily be 
conſtructed and interpreted, in another 
eandid and truly religious Senſe, without 
the leaſt Straining or Violenee: done, to the 
original Hebrew Text; Why ſhould Men, 


war habe no Deſign to fix a Reproach and 
; . Diſ- 8 


3 


1 
| Mme 99 e e bend all cher 
Wit and WS joe 5 9 0 05 len — 

aim of a.deliberate 


un; Early . 

leaſt, Inſiauation, eee fephiha, ton _ 
his Faw. and the fulfilling - it; or that be 
cver repented either of the one, or che 
other, during all the fix Years in which 
- he was the  Xudge: of Harl tho it 


expreſsly ſaid of all their Judges in com- | 


mon ; that God: was with: the Fudge x und 
A delivered. them out of: the bands of, their Ene- 
nien; allthe-Days of the Fudge e 
to poſe, after the Death of the Fudge, that 

di returned and corrupted ther ways,” &c. 
That Jephtha was their Judge fix Naar we 
are told; and therefore according to the 
above Werds, Cad 1ves with him, and they 
were fafe from their Enemies all his Days 


| 1 tho their Cuſtom was, after the Death fee 
Judge, to return to their corrupt Wagen i | 


and for ae = to be again involved in 
Calamity. Which (as has been obſerved 


formerly) 7 manifeſtly: concur with tus 


high Commendation elſe here een 
given him, to eſtabliſh. his Character, a8 
5 virtwous and religious Prince... BRAS a 

et N i : | _ | 


\ 


1 


_ have al along, till now waved to in- 


TH fiſt upon what is further ſaid of him, ir 


Judg. xi. 29. immediately before he uttered 
the Words of his Ve, viz. Then the g irit 
of the Lord came upon Fephtha : Reſerving 
this to be treated of, ſeperately, by itſelf s 
| becauſe I think it intimates much more, 
than Interpreters are uſually aware of. I 
fhall now in the End of this 9 
ſearch into and endeavour to unfold the true 
= Senſe and OO: of that ron 46 pid OR 


* . s . 


1 "An Enquiry into the Meaning of the Ba 
_ preffion: in Judg: Ai. 29 3 
e "Tit 3 875 Lord came . 


| 2 hes Geyer e 
 coficerning - "Fephtha's Vom, I haye fairly 
nd, and the e chk ets 
Candour and Plainneſs I can, taking Care 
rather to add to the Strength of the Argu- 
ments pleaded by thoſe of the harſh. Senti- 


ment, than to diminiſh or conceal ; as alſo: to 
conceal nothing-of the Exceptions, which 


I 1 eicher have made, or as I conceive; 


againſt what is pleaded upon 
the oppoſite and mild Side: Diving as far 


RR” Lam able into the Bottoms of the Qpgſis 


8 
* 4 
* 4 


* 
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beck is Rudd can wk the Authe 
that have treated” of it ;" have not, I hit 
deen enough careful, to ſet the things that | 
relate to it, in a due Light, either en the 
one Side, or the Other. 
And 4tho' I cannot forbear deckte dt | 
the impartial Reader, who: mall compare 
and ſum "up; the Evidence of what has been 
repreſented,” hv and on, on boch ug 
will be ſenſible, that che ſolid weight 
the ſeale of the mild and more 1 
Side, doth exceedingly preponderate: Al- 
tho I am ſure he will be fenfible of is ik 
he does not The + the re \ - Pleatitlgs, 
through ſome-othe og 
can view them in; yet perhaps, che Ent 
ry into the tue and genuine Senſe of the 
Text "propoſe; which T- proceed nom to. 
attempt; may contribute, ſome 


more, to incline the Balance to that Fer, 
ſito whith T'eannot acid che having s 
; Attachirient.” Sing: el 17 e 55 


tir Scheinen, unanimouſly agree, chat 
1 ae Bäch ene 3 the FA 


5 c 82 E „ 
| it. And the Deference to that great Au- 
thor, has generally reſtrained thoſe, who 

| have a horror. of the harſh Sentiment, from 
all further enquiry into the Meaning of that 
Text. But St. Auguſtin and other A 
ancient Chriſtian Authors, as well as he, 
were moſtly of the harſh Sentiment like wiſe; 
and upon no other Ground or Reaſons, then 


the modern Authors of that Opinion: And 


as St. Auguſtin had no good Reaſon for this; 
ſo he had as little for ſo expounding rhe Spi- 
nit of the e came . Mlrba, in 
on Jes mane; "tur Tertche wa 
a Maw of eminent Fortitude, and valiant, 

before ever it was ſaid, Then the Spirit of the 

Lord. came upon him. And therefore the 


reſſion doth certainly im ply. more than 
the, Spirit of fortitude, 8 St. Auguſe 
tin might think or fay.. It ſeems that Holy 
Father, had perm impaled on, by the bad 
Character eee ene given of ee by 
Time z dee Wn ing „„ 8 
terpret the Expreſſion in a Sexſe ür. | 
eas the Man was not only Valiant hut 
Virtuous and. Pious, and thereby fitt | 
larger, meaſures of the holy 4 bs 
_ IONIC 1s e from ie Hoy Scrip- 


4 


4 


6 But Nn how valiant; A %% 5 


43 


of the Lord, came. "upon, um; 3 it hot reh 5 


been more congruous to limit it to any other 
Senſe, than that of Fortitude. - e 
. Secondly; As there i is no e of. li- 7 


miting the Expreſſion to this Senſe, -more 


eſpecially as it relates to the valiant Jepb. 5 
tha; ſo the 2 Scripture affords no Exam- 
7 ſo to limit this a | 


ple wins it is neceſſar 
preſſion, as to underſtand no more by it, 
but the Spirit of Fortitude. It is true Fl 
the Spore of be Lord, imparted in an 
extraordinary Manner, did uſe to come n 
different © Men, in a great variety of reſpec- 
tive Degr It was only our bleſſed Sa- 
5 viour, in — all the fullneſs. of the God: 
bead did dwell bodily, Ar #0 hom the Spirif 
1 nut given by meaſure, (St. Jo. 1 i. 34. 
Col. ii. 9-). But to the Saints that were in- 
8 ſpired, it was given unto ſome more, and 
unto others eſs; FN Pang as God did 
purpoſe to uſe, and imploy them, 2 his 
; Inſtruments... This, 1. * 1s trug: 7 Seer 
upon whomſoever the Spirit of. the. Lore 
come; it was always in ſuch meaſure,” as % 
render them fitted for that ruſt which: was 


5 committed to them, and thoſe Offices, in : : 


FO ns © Auk them. T. 


1 f 


tho there os N to them, of Wh 
ade Sirit that Moſes had; yet it vs not 
to the ſame Degree, altho it made chem all 
| Prophets. Verſes 25 and 26. Aid ir tame 
to paſs that when the Spirit refted upbn them, 
they prophefied. And the two of them that 
had remained in the Camp Eldad and Medad 
N (who went not out unto the Tabernacle,” tho 
they were of the number, whoſe Nantes were 
| Written) the Spirit allo ge upon them, 
und they Hkewiſe Prypbęſedl, And althio 
they had not the Spirit in an equal Meaſure 
0 ꝗhat in Which Mhjes Had i; yet they 
| Kreivet it, in ſuch Meafure, and Degree, 
28 Was bed to fit them, for che d. 
charging & the Triift and Office chat was 
| nitted to hem. And thus it was wil | 
ll the inſpired: The meaſure in Which the 
Pirit of the Lord came upon them, 8 = 
Vys to ich Degree 1 8 Ne 
ceſpbftive Han. * Daene wel $0 a 11 
Now, wien we” know affiredly;" tir 
a4 7 phi was one of thoſe Judges, Abena and 
Talſed up by God, t by the Lord, as well 
as Gideon, and 5 Samuel, 1 Sam. 
Xii. 11. When we know. What what the 5 ; 
Fa by” "the Lord, telating o * "Office or 
. \ 7 ruſt, 


1 
Tru doth 2 e I TAE of 
Scripture, . viz. .the veſting them with Pow- 


3199007 . * 


er 7 and . Authority,” to Execute the reſpective 
Office unto which they were promoted : 
at Reaſon can be given for c limiting, the 


III 1 


; Senſe © of this Expreſſion, then. the Spirit 


a 


the Lird camp e, fepbtha, fo as to fign- 
7 only the $ irit 0 e Why ought 


not to be under ood 1 in the. ſ⸗ e 


: 125 Aa . a e is, 85 5 OI 
Fa ; 15 if 45 e 0 77 wee | 
ERIK 5.174% 3309 15 as 4 2 2 ö 


55 b 5 Irael? It was 

; as Hive Wee 2 Ne 5 758 | 
iy": Abd beſides debe . | 
and 1 7 boch e 


fer e ſeveral" ED 0 
5 Recarde, in” their ref | 


3 | 5 | 17 57 farty © ars. 
. 8 7 FO 7 8 e 


and Gy uide thera, By. Duty and Obe⸗ 
3 therefore it is mani: 


„ a "welt a8 upon the other 
18 to be Mil ; AS. im- 
parted to ein all in the fame Sen ſe, ES - 
in ſuch meaſure” as et vi to. them 


for the big rh Office 7 ich th 0 
ed Ls rok 


Wore 403 
were pr romoted, 4 JN in i 4 n+ | 
50 1 es of Joe fy We 
322 Fates 


An 28 . 2 0 
i Fo k 9 98 5 Ns 97 


K+ n. * om” 


12 
FUL et cone | "the | 
i N 1 N % : . Ny N N 
A Toe . . > * Up 7 : n k : No 


«he mm ee 1 11 whi N 
r grven by, Gd and promoted 
1 1 10 MA: Aged fill ſuch: as "upor 
how e "Siri of. 9 the Lor. d came. Thus, 
of Or bniel, Jugg Wl. 9, 10. The a, 
| FL, 0 and be delivered the Chils laren. of 
Ira — od, en of the Lord ape uf 8 
2 6 fs e, Shathain King o g Meſepo- 
and. te Judzed If asl and the: Land 


"fame is -inti- 
mated 


— 1 N 


E 
T mated of Bhud, tho' not in thoſe ex 
Words. For when he ſlew Eglon King of 


Moab, he told him, it was by à meſſage" to 


him, from the Lord, and aſſured the Pes 


ple of Iſrael the Lord had delivered the Mos" - 


abites (Who had oppreſſed them eighteen 
Years) into their hands; which a: private 
Man, in their ſtate of Oppreſſion could ne- 
ver have done, if there had not been Eyi- 
dense that Conte raiſed him up for their 
Delive Again Deborah a Female uuge 
Was a Prophets,” Gian — 
tha, this is expreſſe | 
before of -Othnitl. "The 55 be the Lor 


| came upon them And of iSampſon the ſame BE. 
Words are uſed, three or four Times 


+ 


Ffm the Bleſſing of Hamiabby Eli, twite; - 
and the Effects of it, it is manifeſt that he 
did it, 4 the ſprrit of the Lord And by 
the Inſtruction he gave td Samuel for his 
Conduct, hei the Lord firſt called 
Samuel, it is no leſs er that be had 
the experiefce of ſuch Divine: Co 
tions. And Samuel was a Prophe "What 
8 thus recorded of the ſeveral Ne cons 

rning whom the ſacred Hiftory doth treat 
more particularly, may well aſſure us, chat 
al Lure ocher Judges, whoſe Names are 


TIRE 5 ; 
a+ 4 d x ae 
5 4 * \ 
* 


* 


expreſs 


did likewiſe "riſes of 


Fg 


0 40 fr them for their Office during the 
nighed Theocracy: Eſpegially ſeeing. 
- e ee told, that all of ther 1 
wars given, -1 alſed up, and ſent by. God. 20 vi; 
am ſuffieientiy aware that an Objecti- 
on ſhall: here be raiſed with: reſpect to 
Sampſon, and that it will+ be laid of chi“ 
Expteſſion abe ſpirit of fie Lord came apen 
bim and that it came mightily upon him; 
that it is 4avice, to de only underſtood of 
| SR o 2 a wg — 


0 ; new. Indi —— ith. oF 
vas haund-. 10 Sil bh di ch 5% 
ITanſwer, Th cen in dee gas d Inſtar 
ces, there is more than che Spirit of For 
5 — be conſidered. F e 
u that" exerted. it {elf 4 in n mae 
1 8 ehen unto! theſe 
uus Inſtances by which theſe Events were 
accompliſhed, yrhich God had purpoſed; 8 
who, had ſaid by the Angel tg, his Mother, 
before ſhe eonocived himi that! be /bould. 
begin to. deliver | Iſrael out tis band: of .the 
| HI Judg. Xii. 5. 50 For in like be 
Aw: We are a chatter; Bib ir 


5 . 
; 2 


| 89, } 
for, his Wife, a Daughter of che 2 
tines, Was of the Lords - nag, y 
us Fatper and bis Mather: e N not, 7 
avas , the. Tord, that. be ſought. ant; Ocean | 
againſt the Philiſtinęs, bo at \that time bad | 
Aaminion over Weiteren Sentupeny, of. 
all, Interpreters, tak, Big his pio s, Parents, * 
not copſent to t atch, u Poe Be ſatish- 
ed them, that it, ni of the Lard, bar 
was refed uy God co be the, Judge of 
ge uaatiertin Mans nag dey; r other ; Tudges, th 
and deen 
| in the far nf 6, when, 


8. 


- 


% 


For preventing 5 all further Object 
may Ber he way, be dropt; That 


as; rhey, were oy Men of old, who were 
1 3 10 upon whomſoever the pi writ. a”: 
the Lord, « 10 COME 5, it did not only. 1 them 1 


14 


to them; but, as being infinitely I 
We and excited them to Holine 

Vigtue-. 11 rene Influence: M 
ahd-; Aſſiſtanges, The, Dias 
7 F aratie, g gratis Ae 
e i > the G Gifts er Pro- 
ring. of ot and the Graces Io ye 1 : 
ing then | e 1s, on t he admitted 


101 110 1671 ww Fo 28 
i | ree- 


* 
* „ Band A 


14 . 
4 IH) bed 
* 
% 
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greeably to this Truth, viz: that on God's 
part, the ſanctifying « Grades did fill accom- 
pany" che inſpired Gifts; altho the Depra- 
vity and Corruption a Men, by the abuſe 
of their Liberty of will, did ſometimes im- 
pede the happy and profitable Effects; and 
thereby provoke God to withdraw both the 
one andthe” other... Thus in 1 Sam xvi. 
8 Saul. "And then See ge Pirie from e 


underſiogd in op are x 5 A e the 
ſame Werds are faid, 1 7 the other Judges 


of Tfrael.. Seeing they were all of them 

r 4 and” ſent Ey God lie as 
well as they : And that. there is no more 
Reaſon to © lte and reſtrain their Meaning 3 
to ſignify only the, Met of Fortitude; as to 
Zr gar woot as to oben other Bread 


XX © +. 


re . 8 at 2 162 intimate that he 
and the erk L Bad ts Fra 


4 e 
Ge 423 75 uf committed, Fo them, s a8 8 | 
extraordinary and prime Miniſters and Des 
puties of God, the then King of Nauel; 
not only for delivering Fs People from 
the Oppreſſion of their Enemies, but allo 
to EP | them in their, religious Duty. 3 


God ; by abandoning whereof, upon the 
Death of the reſpective Judges, they never 
failed to fall again under the heavy Yoke of 
ſore n And if we ſhall add to 
this, what was before reprefente ed concern: 
ing the Charafter of Fepbrha,, as a Man 
truly Faithful, Religious, and Toy, a 
Well as Wie, Accompliſhed, and Valiant; 
41 Man fitted to receive the ſpirit of the Lond 
1 n the ſame. Senſe and Latitude that the 3 
Exp reſſion is underſtood, when. it relates 
to 15 other Holy Men that 3 were alſo i in the 
fame Office. and Troft ;- the thing. + bays 
contended. for, is manifeſt. And the Inv 
Woes and wei ight of all this, in fayour of 
the mild 75 ee Interpretation. .of 
 Fepbtha's | Vow, and Againſt the harſh. 1 K 
A is no leſs oby ous "and. manifeſt. - 
But the full Senſe and "Meaning of che 
Ea then the iris le Lord £3 
apon Fephthe 77 may poll bly. Log "AN 
wee, than 1 have Ft ee wot” 
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; . ** S # } 1 0 f > : 10 4 © 7x7 £ 14 ; FA 1 0 T- Har 
i 0 


92 ] 
As Firſt, It EE perhaps Ggnity that his 
Vow was vttered y him under the Ope- 
ration” of the ſpirit of the Lord that cime 
pon kim. In the 29th Verſt of Judg. xi. 
We are told, "Then the ſpirit of the L came 
" 290 Yephtha ; ; and the two next following 
Perles Goth, 31ſt.) are afl and wholly 
taken uß in Rs the Words of his 
Few, ; the latter Part of the 29th Verſe, com- 


by him, as gon as the pr 
Rat come upon im. 1 will, nat [poſitively 
affirm it It was fo : "Bur furely "00 body gan, | 
With any abſolute" ee affirin,. that it 
Was otherwiſe : For it is manifeſt that his 
: Vow” Was "uttered before, be taffea 4 "aver 70 
fs ht againſt. the Childron "of 
1 55 the laſt Words a Ve 2 9 > and again 
repeated in, the firſt Words 85 erſe . WM 
And if it ze is but Pills that His Vow was 
. ered by him, under the eration of LE 
fprrit of the \ 7 ought no 6 
Interpreters, 2 "More | cautious. 
fo generally "bee ſe) 
| Ah e f Ae . 4 "as RA, ; i 
4 Jught not che chat "Senſe e very 
= ofebriity "of his. 1 render N 0 a 0 
Interpreting this Vow according to the harſh 
3 and to do this ſo — ? 
| Ne. 


| 48 
| Ehecially ſeeing the Words in the Origt- 1 
nal Text, may ſo eaſily and fo naturally 
bear a Senſe more Mild and Charitable. wa 
Again ſecondly, Perhaps it is intimated 
by theſe Words, Then the ſpirit of the Lord 
5 came 10 on Je btha ; that then and thereby, 
he was eſtabliſhed to be the Judge of abl. 
That he was the Judge e 1ſrazl, and one 
of thoſe Judges during the Theocracy, WhO 
were given, raiſed up, and fent 75 God,” is 
| manifeſt. Tt was alſo obſerved before, that 
the Choice, the Invitation, „and the Cove- 
nant ſtipulated by the Princes and Elters 


of Gilead, which ſtrictly ſpeaking w. Was On- 


ly that half of the Tribe of Manaſſeb, which 


lay on the Eaſt-Side of Jordan, could on- 


ty make him the Leader, Captain, and chief 
Ruler over the Princes and People of that 
7 Tribe : We are ſure he did not there- 
dy become the Leader and Captain over thb 
| be of Ephraim adjacent to 'Gilead,' — 
bf what followeth ; in the xiith Chapt ter: An 
Yarlefs could it make him, the rk of all 
"Tha. And if there were any of the ET. 
ders and People of the Tribe of Zebulbn 
(the only other of the Tribes that hy en 
that Eaſt Side the River) who joined in the 
| Yipulation, of which there is not the leaſt 
mention ; Jet neither could the Addition | 


af. 


\ 


f 
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of that, have made him the Judge of all 


Hael. The Queſtion therefore ſtill fe- 
mains, How and when he was promoted 
and declared to be the Judge of Iſrael? 


Some one or other ſolemn Intimation of 
| z for determining the 


| twelve T; bet, 1 5 own and receive, to 


follow and ſubmit to him, as the Man 
whom God had raiſed up, to be their extra- 


ordinary Fudg e, to Deliver them, and to 


Rule them in his own ſtead. And where 
ſhall we find this? 
In Judg. xi. 11. Immedi ely after he 


83 


was: made and confirmed to be the Head 
and Captain of the Princes and People of 
| Gilead; we have this Expreſſion. Wi 


Fephtha uttered all his Wards before the Lord, 
in-Miſpeh. But we know not what theſe 
Words 1 his were; nor have we any Key 
to open into the full Importance of that 


Expreſſion. Perhaps it only relates to hat 
was ſtipulated by Fephtha upon his Part; 


. when the People in the Camp at Miſpeb 
ratified what their Elders had before Cove 
d with him. And therefore we haye 


| no Authority to interpret the OE 


as if there-had been, then and there, any ſpe- 
cial Manifeſtation of the Divine Preſence 
to Inaugurate . as the Nee, Trael. 
23 The 
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Ml, Expreſſion that is the Subject. of 
our preſent Enquiry, ſeems to have the beſt 
Claim, and to bid faireſt for being conſider- 

1 the ſolemn. Intimation of 97 3 | 


4 


che following, Reaſons, | 3 


| Firſt, There ig Reaſon to "think, 0 . 
during the Theocracy in Wars all their Tub . 


ges were: divinely Inſpired. © - 


And ſecondly, That he Hin of the Lord 4 


came upon them, in ſuch manner, as rendred 


it manifeſt that they were Inſpired. by ſome 
external Sign, which was then well under- 
| ſtood, and familiar to the e of, that . 


Nation. | 


And thirdly, That 3 it is Tn : 
ble, that this Evidence of the Divine In- 


ſhiration upon the Perſons u 
to be their Deliverers from the Oppreſſion 


of their Enemies, did notify to the People, I 
- that they were N whom. God 2 


"= ©. 


| 8 as his Deputies. 5 0 i it 4 


3 Fut, There z. Readhn torkink ee 
5 ing. the Theocracy\in Thad, all ther Judges 
were dixinely Inſpired. For althe con- 
1 cerning ſeveral of them, there is nothing 5 
mote Recorded in the Book of 2 ges, but 8 , 
| es: Names, or at mot, the 1 ae 8 
Fears | 


ATA 


1 Ane - » 74 3 
Os ; F bo 2 = 4 Ig . 
, * % 5 7 N : 1 


Nene Yet of all thoſe. concerning 1 whom 
Kered Hiſtory deſcends into any ſpecial 
acconnt of their Tra f: Actions, it ne er omits 


God did favour =o diſtinguiſh by Drvine 
f Infpiratity.” Of Moſes, Joſbia, Samuel,” and 
Beborus the Propheteſs, this is manifeſt; and 

it is ſufficiently i ated © that Ebud and 

| BF, Had both of them received of the fame 

Spin; of Othiiiel; Gideon, Yephtha, and 
| EAA it 18 exprefaly Talk, the ſpirit of the 
Loi tame iißon them,” before they made any 
effort of Deliveratice.”' And as I before 6b- 
| ſerved, this gives reaſon. to think, the O 

| was "the 'fafne-with' f 


| epard to thoſe other 
Jager n of whony we have fe more Re- 
Torded but their Names; 6r at moſt alſo the 
rmber of "Years in which they bore that 

7 Of” and that this'was" a er 


E om ' to” them all. This Rea- 
L s ſtrengthe d by the Account given 
— — wu Ti. even in LIE Time. 6f we 


noted # ber | 


Moe =" Hair protnotion, The > Pirie 
the Bord veſted de Mint and they 
Fed: anime "rndnher, "he 15 Pr of t 


Ts | 
Eldad and Meda, who, . the Camp; 
and had not gone out, avith.the. Teft of. > ll 
unto the Tabernacle ;, and they, alſo Entente 
in the Camp... Now if dur 3 
it was in this manner, not only __ thoſe; 
that were raiſed up to be the 1 2 f ee 
(concerning whom the { 
not any more Account he 0 ? 
the Years they Fudged ) but alſo with 
ſeventy Elders who were only-.t0 * | 9 0 
gf ithe Burum; who can doubt but that it „„ 
Was in the ſame Manner, w vih el their high, 
o Judges and biene e ee 
Again ſecondly, Th e alſo Reaſon,to _ 
think, the ſpirit of the Lord\came upon; then 
in och manner as rendered it manifeſt that. 
they were inſpired by ſome external, S 
which 5008 than? well prac am 
* the fhirit of the. 
and Medad,in the Camp. I xi. re 
ran 42 vun Man, and told Moſes, 47005 : 1 | 
- Bldad. and Medad do. Propheſy in the; Camps 
By chis, it. is certain chat it vas, maniff ee 
the People in the- Camp, that Hlaad ad 
| Medad had received the Spixit of che ord | 
and did Propheſy: 5 VI N Bee "= 
by ſome external sign and E that 
Was. then familiar and * known 10 05 
H People: If 
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Doubüefb K Was 3 the fame Man- 
ner, e, Eldad and "Medal," as with all che 
reſt er che ben Elis Who had gene 
out of the Camp, and preſented: themſelves 
befpre 'the Lord, at the Tabernttle. | And 
ir 1, they Rad all ef chem equally the 
fam eternal and well ki on Sign or Evie 
dence tht they had the e ent 
Aid Ad Pro BY YO OR off 
he "Prophets © end did Iiracles 
well be known to be Prophets: Butthrou 5 3 

the Hiſtory of the Old Tihament, they 
were but a few, in Compariſon of the Mul- 
drucke of che inſpired who did no Miracles. 
even ſuch of them as did 
_ 56Mira ae Webs”: known | dra theme 

Aud certainly this: was not merely upo 

chieir o Werd; but by lame fach Eo 
” -novifyet k. 12 0 | | bs 


#3 


vie would | be toſs of Lime Iich ce 
Men I Ie ws dene deres y ſome 
baerkat Sign bſafved up them, or about 
Oo Zanker che e the 
2 b. 7? 55 e dings 5 < 
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it was in the ſame manner ich ahnſe Free 
＋ Iſrael of whom it is ſaid, the ſpirit of ther 
Lage; en Een Fr An what this — . 


Wi known, F than. eh 5 c 
People? And ſeeing this is 1a « 
toned, as occurring to the Fudges of. 2 
rael, before their firſt ſetting. out, upon 
| thoſe notable, Adventures, and T tions 
by. which they. became.  Deliverers, a were: 
eſtabliſhed the. Judges of that Natias; this 
ſeems to giye the, Expreſhonthat is the Sub 
yg of our breed Enguirys The ſpirit 7 of ſhes 


and; to we the. 1 — 5 x any; Thing we 
know, to be confiderad as the ſolemn intis 
mation of | Fephthals, Fr t9 -his High 
Truſt and Office. ; And. gives forme bia 
ble ground of Inferring, SY tele. wich aries 
. Thirdly, - That hopnfore, it is probable, 
this familiar and well known, external Sign 
and Eyidence of the; Divine. Inſpiration. up- 
on the Perſons under king 98 Deli. 
verers of, Ted from the Oppreſũom of thein 
Enemies, did notify to the People that dehnt 
— the Fudger whom, God had given, 
and raiſed up, to Deliver and i Rule 
dene his dee That this 
re - 


Prieto repair to the Camp, with 
| Epbod, for conuting r ode 


_ deenmining the e to 


own, Wow, eo them; as the Perſons 
to hem God had given this Authority. And 


ſeeing the boty Feri ptures have not pointed 
out üntoꝰ us,” — Sumo certain v way * of de. 


bet Bestes abi . of — 5 
due, it was "ſud! in He, for the 2TIgh 


neither in this Caſe of ern 4 
2 ther Judges of that Nation were 
mote: 2 1 (of 


a | Whereas it 1 51 omitted to en entic 1 
the" coming of the ſpirit of the Lord upon 
2 — of them, concerning 


* 


e 15 e. wy 105 772 a 
whos its | Ga, — | [; 
pon them; that they accompliſhed the DE ; 
verance of. the People; were eff 2 
and owned to be Fudges, and kept he e „ 
bu in their Duty to God, all e ' days, 1 
Sampfon cor 1 > tx OY | 
was only ſaid by the Angel d char he ou 
re and yet he Judged en "Fo, 
| erh: ooh | 9 


— 


e by Ars 85 bed 
ders it unlikely tha 
de veſteck with A 
1 ord upon 
The Anſwer is, They were * 

Hi ghty, and rebeffious Tyihe. Before this 
Time it was with difficulty that Gideon by fair _ 
Words pacified them after his Vidtory and — 
Deliverance thereby accompliſhed, andthey 3 


. 


payed'dear for their Inſolence and ruler ger 5 
 Fordan fete wy = | 4 
de could to pa 1 * ther. a7 r a ON: * £ 4 
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E more or leis, to the Days 


Cas⸗ 1 
i is aſbed: What was, che external 
Idle Si gn, by which it was known. when 
it of the. Lord came upon any Perſon, 
whether Datz or... Prophet ? There is 
ather Anſwer can be given, but this. That 
altho!-it.is ſufficiently manifeſt,” that there 
really. was {ome ſuch external viſible, Sign of 
this,, as Was known and familiar in. fuel; 


Jet nom we can no more know what it was; 


we can know what the Urim and Thun 
— But this gives us no Reaſon... of 


- doubting, 2 either the one, or 


the: other,, at they really were. It ſeems 
the Providence . « infinite Willem = 


not find, this. Knowledge neceſſary to 
eb. That Inſpiration continued 1 in th 


Saviour - ſeems, manifeſt from the 
þ we have of Anna. the \Propheteſs, 


| 22d old, Simeon, St, Luke ad. Surely Philo, 


CS du 


1240 or atherg, the, 
a f 1 K 5 


paſt ancient we 
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14 i gd and i n 
ſpiration continued in the Chriſtian Church 


ſevetal Centuries; yet none have "Handed | 


down” any Knowkdbb'ef thoſe" viſſblb e- 
ternal Evi Renee and Sig; inſomuehl hide 
now it is impoffible to recover any eertam 
Knowledge of them. It fem: they the doe : 
Se atron was ſtil to continue; und e 
Signs 6f it were ſo familiar; as made ie need 
or to'&eferibe them. 51619: ad on bib" 
on, Por? be Hiri. * br Lord Lars aon 
N epbtha * . That the time of this Oer rence 
Was Then, i. e. at the time he recer ed cht 
final Anſwer from 'the King f 3 
The People! had long crye d unte 
but none did a appear as yet, 
to lead them às à Deliverer®' The 
thered \ together and encamped ut N. 
in the extremity of their Opprefſion * Hy | 
| had made the beſt Choice they'conld'of 4 


Leader, in n elerit Calamity, but God 
, the ee Victor a ney che OY of 


Gale aielt now f Wed the ede e 5 
my was inexorable; and determined te Cm 
pleat their" Oppreſſign ] Ter the pr, 


e Wee d the, Children, of Ammon : 
then they had t the joyful Signal. that 

of — - Which 
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It 1 is ne: - 
cefſary 


becaufe- of the many; mba: N 


chat attend it. And 3 becaue ef thy 2 
ads 


SE Is 1 3 
en Tee Yew/thewery.poſlibility f e 
Ahe ban ED — — A 
of Saints may fall into greſs and ſcandalomm 7 5 
_ Failings / f 
8 "the leaſt Cenſute of it; is o-like- 


that e- ris 


a Dodtine hightydiflie 
| ondurtble to'God 7. the l 
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